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Mlmost &ll the esstern stetes heve preserved aznd restored

_atoric homes of the early d&y. metimes this hes been &c-

complished by the stite, more
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ften by groups of historically
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minded people or by petriotic societies. To mention only

few, Yount Vernon, the cherished home of our first president
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s memr anosd Peav nockarity by the Homnt Vernon Asszoziction:
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Honticello, the house Thomes Jefferson designed ond bullt on

the "little mountszin® cbove Cherlottesville, Virginie is now

N

nationsl shrine. Massachusetts has preserved wmeay memoricls
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of Fevolutioncry days, notebly the Guincy homes of the Adams
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fewlly. The literary shrines of the Wayside Inm et Sudbury

the House of the Seven Gebles ¢t Selem, the Thomas‘Bailey £1drich
home ot Portsmouth sre all now trezsures for public visits tion.
Turning to the ississippil Velley, we find thet Tenne ssee hs
saved the Hermitage nesr Neshville sacred to the memory of

Kentucky the Lincoln birthplzce

-

drew znd Hechel Jzckaon.

cabin hes bee n enshrined in & merble

Kentucky Home®" stznds c¢s it stood when "Lwis

Ohio keeps open the birthplszce of
lovely site beside the Ohlo River. At Vincennes,Indisnz , the

#illizm Henry Herrison home his been seved for posterity.

Illinois has kept the Lincoln home et Springlfield s it was
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when the president left it in 1581 for Wsshington, while &
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fow miles from Springfield, the earlier home.of the mertyr ed
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preaident heag bec
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n restored and. the entire village of West

Salem hss become en historlc tressure.
wicennsin ig rich 4in historié lore end some of Wisconsints
histeric homes hsve ¢lreedy been preserved. At Green Bay the
oldest house in the stote, ¢ relice of the diys of the French
régine, hus been saved end placed in one of the eity perks.
Recently the 0ld Indicn Agency House nesr Fortage hés been

purchased znd 1sg belng restored &s a shrine of historic men~

What is zn Agency House, may well be ssked? The home of an
Indsin szent, sovpointed to gusrd the welfzre of the Indians
g’,‘.! 3 =k )
considered the werds of the netion. There were seversl old

Indisn Agency houses in Wisconsin, ¥he Agency House of greatest
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renown wes bullt one hundred years sgo &t Fort Winnebsgo, when
that military post was erected to gusrd the Fox-Wlscongin vweter-
wey end make 1t ssfe for passuges One hundred yesrs sgo and bew
fore thet for two centuries everyone in Wisconsin traveled by

wetery there were no roads or rallways and the weterwoys were
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ha safest ond most convenlent means of travel. The gres f
woterway through Wisconsin led from Lezke Michligen viz Creen
Bey,then slong the Fox River until in 1ts windings 1t eapprosch-
within 2 mile of the ¥Wisconkin, coming from the north, has-
tening to join the Misgslssippl River, thence to pour its woters
into the Gulf of Mexico. The ncirrow plece between the two

Rivers was called a portege, or as the French said "unport:ge!



& place where bouts were 2Cross

nother. This portage discovered

3

Jolliet, when he her Harguette s

and good Fat

issippil River. Thereafter bosts and trevele

through all the French regime , and after 17G3

ritish authority fur traders
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to zo to the land of peliry.
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.t the portsge and finally bullt & 1
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the Wiseconszin or back bthe other way.
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It was not until &af the 8Second War
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fart in Wisconsin was

built

Shelby. Over this hestily constructed
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and stripe

£

fleg, our bemutiful Stars
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is stete.
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The

first time in what now

oeke did the fmericsng hold fork.

hesrd of the invasion, gathered & grest host

Indisns,

dovn the Wisconsin to Preirie du Chien.
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ris suar

little ger render.

on of Fort Shelby to

aurrender or indiger

then they changed its narie to,Fort M

from
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onsin Indil

in 1814 &n
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du Chien and

log fort the

y floated for

Cew ah

for -
R

of vovage

I

find the

to

Louls

o]

orti

which

leéced to cerrg them from the Fox Hiver to

that
oW

hed

on wWos
ner-
czlled
brore-
the

ort

riminete massscre, and Fort Shelby yieldeds;

fcKey, which flew the British
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flag for fifteen months the
Wwith the close of the
to occusy Wicconsin, end an

now became Fort Cr
ol
and the Pox-¥

Matters recste

Winnebage Indlaons,

ile, suddenly went on the werpath.
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swlord.

Howard we

iscansin route

d in that

who nac

At

reafter.
.y the fmericen government declded
expedition with ¢ nunmber of regulsr

e znd ocoupy Fort MeKsy, which

the easbern end of the weterway

wuilt in the some yesr (1816)

was safe guarded fer travelers,

way Por eleven years, whsn the
4 slwsys been restless and semi-host-

They were disturbed by

the lezd miners whe had CegUn encrod ching on their territory,
which covered &ll of southwest Wisconsing they clso had villeges
on lock River, Wox Hiver, and on the upper Higsicesippi. Gov.
Lewls Cass, who happened to be in Wisconsin at the outbrezk

of #ed Bird, the Winnevego chief, hastenensd zlong the Fox -
Wisconsin snd St.Louis, whence he dispatched ¢ smell aramy to

the portsge to over awe the Winnebzjpo. HRed Bird determnined

to surrender himself sznd szve his tribe. The following zccount

portoge, &
tmericen flags In
white. They bore

tance of the Ximg

moct drematic event was written by

the commissioner of

yvio Weshington, who wes present ot the times

£ the day followlng there were seen &t the
Indlens--gome mounted some.on foot Two
front snd resr snd the one in the center was

of the Fox BRiver

approached within & short dise

vhen we heard singe
g



of beauty. I nover beheld
face thut was so full of 21l the enobling znd et the sime tloe

the most winning expression. It eppears to be compounded o
end dignity, of firuness znd decision, ell tempered with mildness

sinted one slde red, the other mlx ed
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green and white., Arowmd nis neck he wore = coller of blue end Wi
cmpum, with the elaws of & wildcet forming its rim. He was

clothed in & sult ofidressed elk or deerskin neerly while Cn

one shonlder & &éautiiulLy ornsmented feather nesrly white, on

the other one nearly bilsck. &t the tip of one ghoulder © tuft

of horse hair, dyed red. Across the brecst bound tight to it

his war-pipe three feet long. In one hand he held the white flag

ot or plpe of pezce. There he stood.

& partlicle. He copecred consclous thet cecording to Indlean

1lew he had done 7110 W TOnNE.

tLot me be free. I heve glven my 1ifs zwey-- it 1= gone {stoop-

ing and toklng some dust on his hend ond blowing 18 sway) like
& 2 e J
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forwerd, the prlsoners were placed under gurrd.

en
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to Proirie du Chien, aad placed in the militsry

t4ad

Latar:they were
prison where Red Bird, uneble to bear confine wment and chelns soon died.!
(Wis.Hist.Colls.V, 172-175.)

After this brief tragedy wed ended the government decided 1%

t the portige end Major Devid Twiggs

would be wise to place a post o

rd to

of the First United States Infazntry WoE sent from Fort Ho
huild the new fort, which wis anpropriste ly nsmed Fori Finnebego.

slso crested & sub-Indlan agency at the szme plece to
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conciliste the Winnebagoe end to ssgure thet they kept the terms

of the treaty made at the close of the Winnebeago Wer.

e

Governor Cass nominsted for the agent st Fort Winnebago &

it

young Westerner, who had spent hiz life on the frontier. John
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Horrls Kinzie, son of &n ecrly
smong the Indlins, spoke Lheir lengusges, aud urderstood thelir
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pustoma, Kinzie had lived =t one time &b Prroirie du Chien and

studied the Winnebago languige with cere. He made an excellent -
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ind, firm, sympothethic with the tribesmen, cnd femilisr
with their ways. The Winnebego for their pert were very fond of th-
eir young epent. They ¢ s.lled him Shew-nee-aw-kee, the silver
men, because in early days, nis father hed mede silver Jewelry
for the tribesmen.

Lpent Kinzle had notb peen long &t Fort Winnebego uhen he
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lecve of absecmuse Lo go to the essbern stetes on ¢ visit.

iy

ssked

Lo

O

o
o

Tt was granted him and he set forth with & happy heart for he
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was golng on one of the happlest erresnds he could

imzgine-- he went to claim his promised bride, young

Juliette Magill. The wey they had met was this. Wh

en

John Kinzie waz & boy, living nezr Fort Dearborn

his elder gizter merried the Indian zgent there whos
name was flexcnder Wolcott. On one of hiec wisits to
old heme Wolcobt took his young brother-in-low with him

snd there introduced him to hig

John end Juliette scemed made Tor one snother. Joln

hendsome youth, breve snd courageous and in

ermbodied £11 the romznce of the

Julgette was & asuperior bein she had much more =du
thaen he had nad, heving been at Emme jllard¥s schoo

Troy, New York, heving learned Letin, Freneh, end It
Juliette wog clooc an @ccomplished musiclin and somelb
of #n srtist, end wes endowed with & brignt, happy ©
erement nd & ksen cense of humor. HNow cfter being
for seversl months John went Best to clalm his bride
te bring her to hls home ot Fort Winnevsgo. Pew bri

today setb ipations thon did J

Kinzie; true the wey West was long and ard but

uous,

ierried the pen of her cholce ana was golng to the r
she had longed to sse-- the 1lliwitable West with it
prairies end forests, lts strange wild men, and 1ts

egion
5 v&st

primeval



Buffalc, then zround the Grest Lokes on s gtemmmer, stopping to
visit Jonn's friends &b Detroit and Hezckinec. Finelly they
srrived 1n Green Bay In August,i8sQ, 101 years ego this montha
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There John hed so meny Iriccds that & series of festlvl

honer the bride.

While &t CGreen Buy wrrange ments were mode Yo traonsport
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Juliette's belongings, consisting of & fine new pleino, sowe pood
mehogeny furniture, &8 well &5 boxes snd bazkets contelning her

Two bosts were finully cherte

- - b~ m o e L oy 1 1=
the trianks and thw

nee-swW-Xee. When he introduced his wife they zll accosted her

s PMHomma.
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by do they cell me thot?" she asked her husbend.
"0h," he replied,”I om thelr tgent so they cuill me Fatherg
‘then you must be their Hother.t

Juliette lzughed and thought 1t ¢«
bride to h:

2.t Joke for & voung

"7e wequired such & big family at once
o L ]
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£ lest they resched Fort Winnebago. The friends at the
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Fort could see them & long distence away and met Lhem &t the
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linding. As there was neo house for the agent, Mrs Twiggs, the

3]
el

+

vt

comrendent's wife insilasted that dohn end Julietts should live
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ort. 8he showsad Julistte the officers! cusrters

1t

with her in the

that hed been built by s young lleutenant named Jefferson Davls

he )

Juat from West FPoint. Thors was no

mede beds big encugh, Juliette thought; for 0z, Xing of Basheu

T

with lrs. 0g end the children intco the bargain. John and Juliette

River opposite the Tort, where oue di&y they hoped to heve a
home.
T hsve writien the goverm ment ," John told his wife,"ecsking

for funds to bulld wn Lgency House on yonder hill." £nd the

winter they dwelt in the fort they built in lmagi

a home on fgency H1ll.
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Dearborn on husiness
and Juliette decided to accoupeny him. It would be & long herd

journey he zsowured her, for on horcebock
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would have to go cway down

"

for there was = ferry, snd the Rock in iarch would be a mighty

astresm. Juliette hed the garrizson teilor walte her o rpiding

hzpit and set forth bravely slong the trail pszst the Four Lalems
iy R i 2 s



Hemilton lived. After meny adventures they reached Chieago
when after two unonths John's mother snd sister dechded to return

te Fort Winneb:opgo with them. They came overland in the first

ly Johu #nd Julistte more thin

ever longed for an kzency House. The government had had some

ixed up for z blacksmith. The

blacksmith preferred to live &bt the fort, 3¢ the Kinzlez went

over cnd took the
bormet when it rzinsd, the roof was so lecky. At lz2st word
czme  that the governmeht hed sppropricted memey for & good
house for the blacksmith, so in the sumper of 1831 that was

built a wnoie roof over the
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ir heada, but
the house was very smell end crowded for btheir lerger fomily.
Iv June John hewrd thet the govermment would sllow him
& thousand dollzrs for &n Agenecy House. Thet would net build
& good house in this distence caﬁntry, but John declided to

g0 on with the building snd btrust the governmnet to moke good

f:\A

the zsmount 1t coszst.

We do not know who wis the wrechitect of the fyency House,

which still stands where the Kinzies bullt it in the svmuer of
1832. (It covld not heve been Jefferacr Devis for he had re-
- |

moved in 1871 to Fort Crewford.) There were szsver:l young
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ural details ot West Point. Some of them may have holped
with the the house. In the spring of 133E Jomn

srderved & number of good workmen to come up from St.lLouis

the Agency House., Before these lmported workmen arrilyed hhe
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burned twalvy

snd the timbers cubt znd sgcucred

finizhed the

gen wnd jobn hed to ride awey scouth to
5 - -~ et T s -
joining hosbile Ssuk Indlens. HNHo

Yinnebago would be endsngered, but the
hpeney Hill crossed the footpeth end the bridge ewch

nisht to the fort, znd =t last 1t was decided that the women
o ¥ :

m
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and children must go to Green Bey for safetys The bulld-

ing was entirely stopped for & time. 4After the wir closgsed ezrly in
tugust Juliette cume beck, the workmen took up the work

wnd by November the house wes finished. ,

It wes & beasubtiful house, there wes no such house any-

o

Tt was twa steries high with
helf kitchen at the rear, hoed four fire-

plices, besices the kltchen chlmney. When Juliettef
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rees plented on bhe them yet

BOC. The halsnce

the latéer he szid the government might be proud to
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owne The Xinzies did noft remeln in thelr home suilte
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house on

well did she love her first Wisconsin home thet

citerwverds she wrote & book sbont her 1ife £f Pork
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