F THE movement to pre-
serve the old Agency
- House at Portage is suc-
cessful, it will be due in
'great part to the per-

“cgme Ws & Bride i 1830 £o old Fort
Winnebago with her husband who had
‘,bpen named Indian agent. In 1831,
\while the Kinzies were living at Fort
Winnebago the agency house was
Ibuilt, part of it under direction of
rs. Kinzie while her husband was
Eaﬁiay from home.

' The girl wife wno came to the log
!ort in the wilderness must have been
ardent, vivid little creature. For
he book in which in later years she

wrote her p xperiences in the wilder-

- First Mistress of ‘Agency House’

‘at Portage, Wrote Account of
Her Adventures, thh Now
Is to Be Reprinted to Procmde
~ Funds for Landmark

ness is one of Wisconsin's most colorful
historical documents.

It is called “Wau-Bun,” which is
Ojibway for “The Dawn.” Dedicated
to the Hon. Lewis Cass, and illus-
trated with sketches by the author, it
was published in 1855. For many
years it has been out of print.

Now, members of the American As-
sociation of University Women plan
to publish a memorial edition of “Wau-
Bun,” the proceeds to be applied on
the purchase price of the land on
which the Agency House stands.

Fort Winnebago, which was on the
opposite side of the portage from the
Ageéncy House, has long since disap-
peared, so the house where the author
of “Wau-Bun” lived, is today all that
remains to recall the interesting series
of events at Fort Winnebago in the

_early thirties.

exactly as it did in the days when
Mrs. Kinzie moved her piano and her
mahogany furniture into its long liv-
ing room and felt herself a queen in
the wilderness. Until a short time
ago the house was occupied, and
builders who have examined its raft-
ers, sills and studding, say that with
proper care the old house may be pre-
served for many years. '

'I'wo stori ] high 30 by 24 feet w1th
an attached kitchen wing, it stands

The suggestion has come from

% Charles E. Brown of the state his-!

torical society that the Agency House
be made a repository of historical
objects connected with Fort Winne-
bago.

If it becomes public property it will
be placed in the condition and setting
in which it was when Mrs. Kinzie lived
in it, A circle of trees similar to the
one she planted will be set out, and
as nearly as possible it will be brought

back to “Wau—Bun” days e
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