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Colonial Dames Adorn Ind

:{Pf.(u)ject at
Portage Is
- NearlyDone

i?F’lan%s. Shrubs and Gar-
. den of 1830 Style
*  to Be Planted.

| [RIS plants brought from Mount
1 Vernon, where
planted originally. by George
,".W'ashlngton; an old herb garden,
fragrant in the early morning
with the savories and medicinal
‘plants of our great-grandmother’s
time; clumps of hollyhocks, and
| lilacs, and the pot pourri of sweet
‘-;v}v’ﬂlia.m, phlox and mignonette
| which made the garden of a hun-
| dred years ago; and a timeworn

8plit rail snake fence—these are
zome of the things which will
shortly make the grounds of the
d Indian agency house at Por-
ize as authentic in character,
ge quaint in its charm as the

F"E}:ﬁor the little white frame
. house is.

they were'’

For almost two years the So-
ciety of Colonial Dames in the
State ' of Wisconsin has been
working on the restoration of the
old state landmark, and now, with
the interior of the house almost
complete as fo the decorations
and furnishings, the society is
making plans for the landscap-
ing. Mrs. Alfred F. James is
chairman of the grpunds commit-
tee, with Mrs. George A. Car-
hart, Mrs. Bryant Smith and Mrs.
L, Tilghman Boyd assisting her.

Around the Fence

The old split rail fence zur-
rounding the house will have
clumps of lilacs at its front gate,
flanked on either *side with in-
formal plantings of wild roses.
Low shrubs and berry bushes,

native to the state, will border

the fence on either side, and
across the back of the lot there

will be a tall, swaying lilac
hedge. E
In the “historical memories”

garden at the back pf the house
will be fthe irises from Mount
Vernon and some lilies of the
valley which Mrs, A. K, Kimball
of Green Bay, grandmother of
Mrs, George A. Carhart, had sent
to her in her youth from her old
home in Massachusetts, There
will alan bhe =ome rosez, grown
from plants brought from Ire-
land over 80 years ago, a few his-
torical peony plants given by Miss
May Houghton, and a wvalley lily
plant  of interesting history
hrought from Philadelphia by
Mrs. Clinton Frye.
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wimpnmununny. The little old fashioned frows o i
| garden at the hack of the house, | The upstairs b

the wild flower garden, with a
backing of tall ferns, the small
herb plot, and an old-fashioned
well, will further complete the |
picture, according to Mrs. James' |
plang,

Picture of the 1830’s

Even last summer, visitors to
the Agency house felt that its in-
terior represented a thoroughly
authentic and quite complete piec-
ture of a home of the 1830's—but
the Colonial Dames, determined
not to stop until they have made
the landmark homelike and liva-
ble-looking in every detail, have
gone right on with their work.
Vigitors thiz summer will find
zeveral new pleces in the various
rooms,

There i= an old sideboard, said
Lo have been made for Jefferson
Davis, in the dinink® room, and*
in another lower room, a small
“rockee”—one of those combina-
tion chair and cradle rockers of

ian Ag

a hundred years ago—given by
Mrs. Charles Fawsett. A chest of

drawers, a day bed, some small |
tables and chairs, quantities of |

old lustre ware and Lowestoft
china, several copper kettles and

“and an old wash stand, all defi-

nitely dating from before 1830,

| Aare some of the other new acqui-

gitions,

Bedroom Nearly Done

The Antiguarian society of Wis-
congin has taken the hedroom at
the head of the =tairs as jts spe-

cial project, and is going ahead |

on plans to furnish it,
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ency House

i

edroom being fur-
nished by the Society of Mayflow-
er Descendants is almost com-
plete, and yet in no sense a mu-
seum room. Infinite small de-
tails make it thoroughly home-
like. On the small table beside
the bed is a copy of a book on
agriculture, dated 1830, and on
its, opened pages lies a pair of
spectacles which had once be-
longed to Mrs. Carl Rix’s great-
grandfather, and which were
given hy her {o the house,

The bed itzelf is* of sturdy old
construction, with the old rope
interlacings which used to serve |
in place of springs, a husk mat-
tress, and an old quilt counter-
pane given by Misz Jennie Mal-
lory, of the authentic “grand-
mother's rose garden” degign.

All the furniture in the room,
including the bed, was made in |
Wisconsin prior to 1830—the ma-
ple ladderback chair and chest,
the cherry wash stand, and the
small pine chair,

A great part of the charm in
the downstairs living rooms de-
rives from the open fireplaces,
with their restored maniels. The
mantel in the living room was

resented {o the house by the

rl Scouts of the Greal Lakes

region in metory of Juliette Low,
founder of the Girl Secouts of

America, and a granddaughter of
John and Juliet Kinzie, who built
the house, The dining room man-
tel was given in memory of the
late Mrs, James P. Brown, the
first treasurer of the Agency
house, and fthe kitchen mantel
was dedicaled to Ada M. Baker,
from whom the Colonial Dames
purchased the house in 1930,
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Old Book to Save H

Vivacious Little Bride Who Was
First Mistress of ‘Agency House’
at Portage, Wrote Account of
Her Adventures, Which Now
Is to Be Reprinted to Provide
Funds for Landmark

F THE movement to pre-

ness is one of Wisconsin's most eolorful
historical documents.

serve the old Agency It is called “Wau-Bun,” which is
House at Portage is suc- B Ojibway for “The Dawn.” Dedicated
cessful, it will be due in [ to the Hon. Lewis Cass, and illus-

trated with sketches by the author, it
was published in 1855. For many
years it has been out of print.

Now, members of the American As-
sociation of University Women plan
to publish a memorial edition of "Wau-
Bun,” the proceeds to be applied on
the purchase price of the land on
which the Agency House stands.

Fort Winnebago, which was on the
opposite side of the portage from the

to the
gonality of its first mistress.
8he was Mrs, John A. Kinzie, who
came as a bride in 1830 to old Fort
Winnebago with her husband who hacd
been named Indian In 1831,
while the Kinzies were living at Fort
Winnebago, the agency house
built, part of it under direction of

great part per-

Two storifs high, 30 by 24 feet, with
an attached kitchen wing, it stands
exactly it did in the days when
Mrs, Kinzie moved her piano and her
mahogany furniture into its long liv-

agent.

as

was

Mrs, Kinzie while her husband was | Agency House, has long since disap- [l ing room and felt hersell a queen in
away from home peared, so the house where the author the wilderness. Until a short time
3 S of “Wau-Bun” lived, is today all that ago the house was occupied, and

The girl wife who came to fthe log
lort in the wilderness must have been
an ardent, vivid little creature. For
he book in which in later years she
yirote her gxperiences in the wilder-

o —

builders who have examined its raft-
ers, sills ‘and studding, say that with
proper care the old house may be pre-
geryved for many years,

remains to recall the interesting series
of events at Fort Winnebago in the
early thirties.

. Charles E.

“The

tion I come from
Brown of the state his=
torical soclety that the Agency House
be made a repository of historical
objects connected with Fort Winne-
bago. |

If it becomes public property it will
be placed in the condition and setting
in which it was when Mrs. Kinzie lived
in it. A circle of trees similar to the
one she planted will be set out, and
as nearly as possible it will be brought
back to “Wau-Bun” days.




The lively little Mrs. Kinzie hur-
ried to inspeet her new home, She
laughed over the hige bed which she

Og, the king of Bashan, and Mrs.
Og and the children into the bargain.”
It was in this sleeping room that
Mrs. Kinzie found the huge “press”
constructed by Lieut. Jefferson Davis
. and which she, an easterner and used
to bullt-in closets instead of movable
wardrobes, immediately christened a
“Davis.”

Almost at once she found herself in
the midst of unconyentional situations.
The Winnebago chief, Four Legs, had
just died and throughout the day and
during all of the first night, “the sound
of instruments, mingled with doleful
lamentations and with discordant
whoops and yells filled the air)" she
says.

“Tq these were added occasionally
the plaintive sounds of the Indian
flute, upon which the young savage
plays when he is in love. Grief and
whisky had made their hearts tender
and the woods resounded to the melan-
choly strains.”

Early the next morning;, the be-
reaved squaw and her kinswomen
made a formal call upon their “Mama"
as they cdlled the young wife of the
Detroit to een Bay and by canoe | Indian agent. And after breakfast

sl the Fox, accompanied for part of  the principal chieftains of the Winne-
ithe journcy! by Judge Doty, Maj.| bagoes waited upon their new “moth-
‘Twiggs, in command at the forf, made er,” some of them dressed in all the
fthem welcome and insisted hospitably, finery of beads and feathers and silver
‘that they take up their residence for | bracelets that they could muster.
wm@'bet - in quarters on the op- | The little bride watched with dis-
Bosite side of the hall from his own. .

T WAS on an October afternoon in

1830 that Mr. and Mrs. Kinzie left
their little @raft at Fort Winnebago
after a long voyage by steamer from

i s

sald was “big enough to accommodate

may the ashes falling from the long

wis then that she became

]

pipes of the Indians as they squatteq QVainted with the “Washington Wom-|

on the floor. “What is to become of
my prefty carpet, if this is the way
they are to act when they call upon
me?"" 'she wondered, j

A little later came the C |

_ anadians

and the half breed women. By this
tinie the piano, brought on a flat, ;hmai.lI

from Green Bay, had been unloaded
and set up in the temporary quarters.
“Eh-h-h! Regardez dong! Quelles
merveilles!” they ejaculated.
. Mrs. Kinzie played for the aston-
ished women. And one of them, seeing
the reflection of her fingers in the
name board, thought she had dis-
covered the hidden machinery by
which the sounds were produced.

N A FEW days the boats with the
furniture arrived, causing great ex-
citement at the fort. The young of-
ficers volunteered to unload the car-
goes and, eager to see once more the
kind of furnishings they had left be-
hind in their homes, opened the boxes.
In place, the handsome sideboard, the
soft carpet, the knick knacks on the
mantelpiece, the white curtains and
the dining table and chairs made the
former bare room seem a palace to
men hungry for the accompaniments
of civilization.

The little bride, pn her part, was as
thrilled with the ways of the wilder-
ness. The first Indian payment at
which she ‘was present, was like a
| drama, the actors not merely “In-
diang” but interesting people.

an,” so called because she had once
accompanied her husband ion a visit
to the president,.

“She had a pleasant, old acquaint-
ance sort of air in greeting me,” Mrs,
Kinzie wrote, “as though to say ‘You
and I have seen something of the
world.””

When Mrs. Kinzie displayed. articles
at sight of which the other Indian
women clasped their hands in ecstacy,
the Washington Woman’s manner °
plainly said, “Yes, yes, children, but
I have seen all of these things b_e-[
tore.” |

In the first winter Mrs. Kinzie helped
welcome a new baby in the family of
the commanding officer across'the hall|
and in February, with her husband,|
she set out for Chicago on horseback,|
a most difficult journey and one which

tested the good sportsmanship of those
who made it.

\\.IHEN the Kinzies, several months|
later, returned to Fort Winnebago,
they decided since there had been an
influx of married officers, it was best
to take up guarters in the “agency,”
which was the old log barracks, built|
for the officers and soldiers when the
| fort was erected two years before.
| “It was: surprising how soon a com-
fortable, -homelike air was given to|
| the old dilapidated rooms, by a few In-
| dian mats spread upon the floor,” Mrs.
Kinzie wrote, “the piano and other|
pieces of furniture ranged in appro-
priate places and a few pictures hung;
apainst the logs.” "y




r'“’ﬁa, “the new house for the agency
‘was already umterway, buﬂding con-

ksi.st!ng of a parlor and two hedrooms
|on the ground fleor, two low chambers
under the roof and a kitchen in the
/rear. "It seemed a palace,” wrote Mrs.
| Kinzie,

Before the new house was complefted
; Mr. Kinzie received notice that money
|—some $15,000—for the coming In-
‘dian payment, was at Detroit. He was
obliged to leave at once to superin-
“tend its transportation, “Content your-
}seli in the old quarters until I re-
‘turn,” he said, as he bade his wife
‘goodby. “When I come back we will
'soon have things in order."

. But how was an eager, enthusiastic |
‘woman to wait? The canoe had hard-
y gotten out of sight before she ran
to where the workmen were busy. “The

day, was done at a fireplace. In a rain

‘logs are out and hauled,” she said.|

“The squaws (have brought bark for |
the roof. What is to prevent our fin-
ishing t.he house and getting moved
‘and settled to surprise Monsieur John
‘on his return?”

“To be. sure, Madam John,” replied
the carpgnter, “provided the one who |
ﬁ; anls a green bough on the chimney-

p is to have a treat!”
 One day, before it was time for Mr.
Kinzie te return, his wife received a
summons to come to the new house.
‘There was the carpenter astride a
small keg on the roof, close beside the
kitchen chimney on the very summit|
of which he had planted a green |
bough. “To this he held fast with one
‘hand while he exultantly waved the|
other and ealled out to Madame John, |
y.aking for his promised treat!”

Cmﬁ'&? in the “new” house which

is the "0Id" agency house of to-

the fire would become extinguished,
and since the bark on the roof in a
pelting, rain faﬂe& to do its duty, the
dwellers in the house were often
deluged, beside being compelled to eat
cold food. “But in spite of these ad-
yerse circumstances, we enjoyed our
new quarters exceedingly,” the mis-
tress of the new house wrote.

‘The Ind.l\an ‘women brought their
“mother” presantas, wopden bowls and
venison and Bmies, and a fawn that
became a family pet. From the new
house she viewed Indian dances. She
planted a vegetable garden, setting
out currant bushes brought from Chi-
cago tied in a bundle ab ‘the back of
the carriage.

The first improvement that suggest-
ed itself after Mr, Kinzie's return was
the removal of a circle of unsightly
pickets about some Indian graves in
front of the house.

“guch was the reverence in which

these burial places are held” said
Mrs. Kinzie, “that we felt we must ap- |
proach the subject with great delicacy | |
and consideration.”

Communicating with relatives of the
Indians buried there, they finally se- |

"cured permission to replac

__‘Ehe'pickets]
with a neat p!at;rorm about a foot |
high. “It was fouching,” she wrote,
“to witness the mournful satisfaction

with which two or three old crones

would come regularly every evening
at sunset to sit and gossip over the
ashes of their departed relatives, On

nlight nights, too, there might
of en be seen a group sitting there
and enjoying a solemn hour for they |
believe that “the moon was made to |
g_lve light to the dead.” : !

NEVER one of the Indians died,

it was customary for a deputa-
tion to visit the agent, asking for pres- |
ents to “help them dry their tears.” ‘
" One day shortly after the payment,|
Mr. Kinzie received such a request.|
An Indian had been fishing and hav-i
ing taken too much “whiskee” had
fallen in the water and been drowned.
Nothing had been found but his
blanket.

“Their father,” writes Mrs, Kinzie,
“presented them with tobacco, knives,
calico and looking glasses, and from
some trader they proeured a keg of
whisky. Then, assembled ifi a circle’
about the keg not far from the scene
of the catastrophe they commenced
their mourning. The more they drank
the wmore eclamorous became their
grief.

“In the midst of these demonstra-
tions, 'a bent and muddy figure, stag-
gered into the circle. With a counte-
nance full of sympathy the newcomer |
asked who was dead.

| dians in the spring of 1833 when the

_story. of pioneer days.

“TWho is dead?" they repeated. ‘Why,
you re dead. You were drowned in
Swan lake.. Did we not find your
blanket? Sit down and help us mourn.’
The old man did not wait for a second |
invitation, but proceeded to drink and
weep and lament as bitterly as any of
them:™ .

THE Sauk war took place while the | |

Kinzies were living in their new | |
house, and the cession of the Winne- | |
bago lands to the government, and the
surrender of Winnebagoes accused of
depredations, to be tried by white|
man’s law. Mrs. Kinzie describes dra-
matically the picture of the Indian
| procession en the portage road with
the prisoners, dressed in white cot-
ton, in token of their innocence, in
the midst of the train.

And she tells of a scalp dance in the
moonlight in front of the agency
house. And of the escape of the In-|
dian prisoners. And of the famine|
that overtook both whites and In-

government failed to send supplies, |
and of the ecstacy of people of both |

| colors when the boats laden with corn

were seen in the river. l

Finally she tells of the sorrow of ||
the Winnebagoes when on J uly 1, 1833, ‘| |
she and her husband and their baby
bid goodby to Fort Winnebago and left |
for Chicago. *“You will never come |
back to see your brothers again an |
old chief said to the baby, tears cours- |
ing down his cheeks.

Groups of Indians accmnpanied |
their “father” and “mother” across
the portage. “When we were well on
our way we could see the proces,slonJ\
winding along the road and hear their
lamentations at a parting which they
foresaw would he forever,” is the last| |
sentence In Wiseonsin’s mpst. viﬂd

__n-l- sl = -'_, l
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PORTACE — Thiee iron markers,
itracing the course of the old Mili-

Historic Old Road
' Marked by D.A.R.

i " that the work of preservine | Stakes across the prairie and a st
Il’Dn Slgﬂs NOW Pomt Out the traditions of ¢|,:, Jf.],?rt‘-m'lrli:”]:.t the same width cut through the tim-
Highway Comp]eted by 1d has begun, Wau Bun chapter |"’1'_- 3 )
i g believes that other chapters and or- Rude bridges were built across |
SO]dlEI‘S 1n ganizations in the counties throneh [l ¢veeks and rivers and the marshes |
18385 wl 1 the road runs will take up I?“, were 1-:si'ri|1m_\'r\|_1_ or filled in with |
work and place markers 8o that fl 1085. Great difficulties were en-
L TSR along the entire 236 miles of (he QCOuntered in the extrome north
_”-‘ SARAH W, ROBERTS highway travellers will be aware of wheve the soldiers took twe vears|
State Journal Correspondent ihe nificance of the route and g to ent throngh the dense hardwood ||

{ will he reminded of the courage, the

fivine. U : i I bravery, and presey nce of iis
@ary road through Columbia county, I builders who made the first trail
Were placed Thursday, exaetly 100 [through the virgin woods for the
years after the huilding of the road subsequent :-:r:]:]l-.r];_" of the state .

s o barive IS » rrace | 1 H : ¥
u‘fFl .[l:r-.mfl../.rl.l by congress, | Dedieation Ceremonies

iy 1€ .lll.fl. 'j‘ &, the first ]”. he i_rim'(‘li | Dedication ceremonies near the
Falk ans _hf,u.mrwn]ru-_l:_ the historic ::].l“:;j'.._‘_' of Old Fort Winnebago Thurs-
\toad, which was huilt while Wiscon- || :

| sin L was a part of the Norithwes

the hi

erritory, was placed by Wan B, | \

Portage chapter of the D, 4 R. Il sevvation
Other chapters of the organization i A i
ire expected to follow suit, ) &

The road ran from Fort Howard at

day mark a line of two periods in
story of the road, the time of
stablishment and that of its pre-

@reen Bay to Fort Crawford at | Early travel from 1673 when May-
Prairia dn Chien hy the way of Fort quetie nd his band of explorers
Winnebago, which was on the site i Wi th Wikeconsin to the M
OF the present ecity of Portage. | sisslppi the building of the Mill-
Road Never Marked tary road, was solely by water. The
¥or years the road has gone un- flIndians only had trails through the
mirked, and unnoticed, Few who WO
lave ridden along its winding route Years later in 1827 after ilire:
miave known that thig road played Jl en, James Duane Doty, later goy
dirole of paramonnt importance in Jernor, Morgan L. Martin one of th
the making of Wisconsin, that it founders 2 ge, and Henry S
Was built by soldiers under BEHOT M- Baird, ough the wilder-
s difficulties, that it was complet- [l De8s 0n a surveying party and fou:
8il long hefore Wisconsin becanie n Fort Winnebago, the people of Gr

ue, and that it was the only means

(.\.['

land transportation between the 2 road
three forts that were then the on ¥ i later
Dutposts of civilization in a vast, was made,
Hew country where a few men of | Center, bhog:
pision were attempting to build a two years
state from a  wilderness infesiedq [JovE of the

gith =savages.

between the two forts.

when 1
Doty and Lt.
i suiveving,
to complete
road.

]

Ale

Bay petitioned congress to estabhlish

Threw

appropriation

xander

They took

the

laying

Work actually started when com-
manders of the three forts were ord- |
ered to put soldiers to work on con-
strunetng an overland toute from
Fort Howard to Fort Crawford by
way of Fort Winnebago. In the fail

1835 the road from Winnebago to
iissippi was completed. It
called a road-—actually it was
two rod strips marked by

only

That the road was built by sal-
diers, represanting the use of army
civil counstruetion, I8 note-
worthy, and the markers were
1ot only to point out a historic route
hut to commemoprate the hardships
sulfered by its builders, Many lives
were Iost, lonely graves along
the way bear witness. Through

set,

as

farests, but the road was completed
amd open hy 1838,

Travellers over the well surfaced |
roald  today, seeing the markers,
might marvel at what theyv called a
roiad then. Only horsemen and [oot

trayellers could journey over it ex-|
cept when the ground was frozen orf
extremely drvy. 'The principal func-
tian of the route was that of a guide.
In rainy weather. it was so bad once
that an innkeeper, James Evans who
lived along the road on what is now
the principal street of Fond dn Lae,
after heavy rains, once threw
man’s hat and boets into the mud,
and called on'some men near to res-
cue the “drowning man.”
toad a Boon
ITowever bad, the road wasg s
to early for it was the
land route. For a long time

ho

settlers

only
5 the

only means ol communication he
tween posts, it played a large part
in the forming and developing of
Wisconsin., It was later the scene
ol 'the exeiting “Green Bay Races"
as| settlers hurried over its rough

clalims

wWag at

stake homestead
office which

surface
abt ihe
Gireen

1o
land
Bay.

Il rollow

trackless wilderness soldiers of the
three  forts blazed a trail. They
were attacked by savages when far
from the fort and without shelter.
Swarms of insects beseiged them
while worl through dismal
swamps. Reeco of many des
tions  durine bui
road the
whao ¢

The marke unties

Colhin

hitte and g fam-
aus route. Made o th blue
coloring and Id lettering « hurned
into the metal, they stand as per-
manent monuments, The or and
lieight of four feet make them easily
discernible Mrs.. " H. Puffer,
chairman of the Landn COm =
mittee of the local D. A. R. chap-
ter designed the mold, that of the
I, R. emblem & iounting a
cross which bears the dates of the
road’'s completi and of its preser-

vation,

Coonty Co-operates

Through the co-operation of the
county ard, . th highway
highway ogommi 1§ and their
committee and Henton, county

i

financia) the Jlandmarks
commiltee to carry out its
plang forn years ago,
The three el ced m the
road from the old fort nor Lhe
county 11 Iton, T corm-

at Da
6

axpe

Lo

i

route

nittee

Nor

S0l

the

mony,
dedicated

fellowed

o

a by the
hy the

Drogran.
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Jomlizaheth Paterson, danghter off
‘gne of the chapter members, nnyeil-
od the marker. I, B. Rogers gave
the address and told of the histery
of ihe rToad, pointing out its tras
ditions that should he preserved.
Quirtet Sings 5

The Porfage ladfes' guartef, com-
posed of Mrs. €. J. Kutzke, Mrs.
. W. Billings, Mrs. Claire Capron
land Mps. W. B. McMahom fang
“Tenting Tonight* and Star
Spangled Banner.”

Dy, Louise Plelps KEellog, head of
the state historical library, spoke.
She commented upon efforts being
made in Wisconsin to preserve, oth-
orr roads. ‘She also teld of the sig-
nificance to history of the Old Mili-
tary road. Benediction by DMy, Ber-
| ger. closed the progran.

%

FORT DEARBORN, CHICAGO WORLD'S FAIR
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ToLieTre KiNzs 2
NMARKIED . 56N oF
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CoNNECTI on. OF THE
Kinzies SenT fsTal



The early summer was notea 1u: a number of §pecial occasions that
gathered large groups of people for the celebrations of anniversaries, un-
veiling of markers, and memorial observances. The unveiling, May 18,
of the marker near Appleton at the site of the Treaty of the Cedars,
wherein was purchased four million acres between the Wolf and Me-
nominee rivers was a notable event. Descendants of Chief Oshkosh, who

signed the treaty, were present, one of whom unveiled the tablet. Peter |
La Mot}\made an address in Menominee, which was translated by Frank

Gauthier.

He said in part:

Through me the dead chiefs speak—they who sold _this land to my white
brothers 100 years ago. For us the river was but a path. It was a pure path
winding through the woods. There were great pine, balsam, hemlock, and spruce
along our path, and also the smaller poplar and birch. The shadows of these
trees fell across our path as we paddled in the river. We knew all its turnings,
all its sandbars and waterfalls, the places where the beaver were plentiful, the
places where the trout ran, and the places where the deer came down the woods
to drink. This was our river path, and whenever we wished to drink of it
we could do so. for the water was pure and there wag ¥io evil anywhere. . . .
My white brothers bought our path and our woods 100 years ago, for they
saw in our river not a path but a power to be harnessed for work. ... Our
tribe used the river for a path when we traveled; and your tribe used the
river for power, for you need not travel, You have arrived. This is the end of
the road.

As an examiple of Indian cloquence this address is worth preservation. |
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Alumna Assists
In Restoration of
Wisconsin Landmark

The restoration of the old Indian
Agency House at Portage, Wiscon-
sin, a fascinating landmark of early
days in that part of the country, was
completed last fall by the National
Society of Colonial Dames in ‘Wis
consin, of which Mrs. Arthur T. Hol-
brook (Bertha Andrews, '96) is presi
dent.

[ Mou 'iiif:[' ii?"%il'lll';[t.ls: Oy AP
-08 ‘euly) ur yjuow B noqe puads 03
padoy pey aA\ ‘UL O] O] fatiiuns
sty diny B Fuuued aae (yinug Pyl
pue JIayrRWIOYS UAJOIED) ‘ydwngy
SN UL ) IM MOUN no x

Ay

M aq o3 sn ol pood §1 31 29§ Juop
oM sHULY) uo HOOPno proiq B yons
QAEY AQl} pum .)l{lu,}r'_ aul} yans aae
[OOYJS JB UMOp S[ALS 2] s aea) umd
aldoad asaurde[ asoy) yanumwr Liaa moy
AZI[eal 1 adow ayy wayl Juoure AL |
210U Ay CpAIYgxa pur jno “lﬁn“-“;'
21e  SUOBIAUE  AuBWI  J0]  1a)ydnep
0} J9Yjow  Wody uMOp popury  uanq

‘li‘h-u 21e \-‘lurslil\-{ .\-.'.1||1
o] -n_:uulnl [E194A98 pur ‘unang ayl
ulr papnout si 'UHOSUBAY ‘[O0YIS s uaIp
-[I4D) 243 ul pue asnop [[RH ' S[COYHIs
AJaSINU uoneIsuowap 283[[00) J11
Ho JaMeq SsSIy Aq 2[a3de uy (] uol
SUIYSEAN ‘d0123u] 2y 1o "_:I.w” ‘uoll
-EINPS] JO 0P (O Y Woaj paanaas aq
Aewt ‘6 "ON ZE£61 ‘unng ayJ, 's3jeIs
pajyiuy Ay uw .1,\}:.\1:.14 Juiind  pue
jusidoaasp J1dy) ‘sjooyag L12sany uo

went through five editions, and a
sixth, edited b¥ Dr. Louise P. Kellogg,
1s now on sale.

Aside from historic interest, the
house is worth preserving architect
urally, with its well proportioned
rooms, old time windows ol twenty
four pancs of glass, interesting stair-
ways and moldings. The work of
finishing and refurnishing the
house was no slight task. Fven the
walls were scraped down carefully
until enough of the design of the orig
inal wall-paper was
guide the artists in redesigning
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7

Old Treasures Given
to Agency at Portage

Handsome Blue Bedspread of 1829,
Pewter Lamp, Writing Desk and
Rare Blue Pitcher Are Donated by
Milwaukee Women to Indian Post

ISTORY in ifs full American panorama lives
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A lumna Assists

I In Restoration of
Wisconsin Landmark

The restoration of the old Indian
ncy House at Portage, Wiscon-
a fascinating landmark of early
in that part of the country, was

Jdeted last fall by the National
tv of Colonial Dames in Wis-
asin, of which Mrs. Arthur T. Hol-

The project was originally sponsored
by the Wisconsin Federation of Wom-

tn's Clubs and other allied groups,
ut was turned over to the Colonial
es two vears ago, and through

efforts funds were raised for the
hase, restoration and furnishing
e house, which stands on a hill

the site of the old frontier
Winnebago, facing the famous
. which connected the Fox and
which Joliet

yosite

msin  rivers and
Marquette crossed in 1673.

The house was built by the govern-
nt just a hundred years ago, for
ase of U. S. Indian Agent, Cap-
John H. Kinzie, the son of the
einal white settler in the Chicago
Jefferson Davis, William Ham-
the son of Alexander Hamilton,
ry Taylor, and other prominent

were frequent visitors at this
. and while living there Mrs.
nzie obtained material for her de-
ful book: “Wau Bun,” which in
Diibway means “The FEarly Day."
| hook, first published in 1856,
1
= o
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INDIAN AGENCY HOUSE, POR

WEDNESD

Old Treasures Given
to Agency at Portage

went through five editions, and a
sixth, edited by Dr. Louise P. Kellogg,
is now on sale.

Aside from historic interest, the
house is worth preserving architect-
proportioned
twenty-

urally, with its well
rooms, old time
four panes of glass, interesting stair-
The work of re-

windows of

Handsome Blue Bedspread of 1829,
Pewter Lamp, Writing Desk and

ways and moldings.

finishing and refurnishing the old
house was no slight task. Even the Rare Blue Pitcher Are Donated b}’
walls were scraped down carefully ; .

: Milwaukee Women to Indian Post

until enough of the design of the orig-
inal wall-paper was uncovered to
guide the artists in redesigning the
wall covering. The result well repays
the painstaking and no one
should miss an opportunity of paying

ISTORY in its full American panorama lives

again in the things that people used anc
loved as the country grew. A handsome, soft blue
and white wool bedspread of 1829, a pewler cam-
phine lamp, a writing desk and a beautiful olc
plue pitcher were taken tothe Old Indian Agency
house at Portage on Monday by the Colonia
Dames of Wisconsin and added to the other olc
pieces there. These new gifts of old things cor
tribute immeasurably to the atmosphere of the oic
home’s day and age.

The camphine lamp—one of the earliest fo
of lamps used in this country—was gi
Agency house by Grant Fitch, and Mrs. Fitch
the fine old mahogany writing desk, pearl 1

labor,

4 visit to- this historic landmark. The
house is always open and during the
spring and summer months luncheon

will be served daily.

sentence of the prayer

ceremony of dedication

The closing
offered at the
by the Rev. Paul B. Jenkins, express-
beautifully the underlying

the undertaking:

ok T
ok AT

es vVELry
thought of

“And so we ask Thy blessing upon
our dedication of this place to the
memory of our pioneer forefathers
and  mothers, to the preservation of
the what manner of

H. Parsons, also of Milwaukee.
The desk belonged to Elida Denison, Alba
great-aunt of Mrs. Fitch's father, Robert E

cemembrance of Uk e delmainee. SRS
BcHlel ranEe 0 Mrs. Fitch opened it, the desk contained let

men and women they were; and to the before the postal system was established.

blessing of our children for all gen- had no stamps.

erations to come, that they may not ; In Patriotic Design

forget, but may remember with ap- The spread, done in floral and patrictic desizn. w=
preciation and gratitude that this the gift of Mrs. Howard Agnew Johnsion. £
Nation was begotten of faith and into the spread with the erican eagle is 4
founded in liberty and righteousness scription which forms part of the design—-

and trust in Thee” Independence Declared July 4, 1776. Won

W. M." The wool for the spread was grosn on
sheep belonging to Mrs. Johnsion's grandfaiher ==
was spun, dyed and woven under her grandmeiber
supervision on their farm at Burnut Hills, Sarstes

Bl

county, New York . ..o i
) . “The blue pitcher was given by Miss Alice Chag
Also with these gifts were taken the two silver

wedding gifts of John and Juliette Kinzie, which hat
been in Milwaukee since they were donated—at tk
house's dedication last fall — by Arthur Kinzie Gordo
Savannah, Ga., a grandson of the Kinzies,
The Colonial Dantes drove to Poratge after a lunc
eon given for them by Mrs, Hobart Johnston, Ma 1
at her Maple Bluff home. After their arrival in Po
the Dames had: “open house” and tea was se
the little hostess house on the historic grounds.

Landscape Is Improved

A number of the women, who had not visited &
agency since the Wisconsin group dedicated the ¥
stored house last November, found that its landscas
is beginning to have the appearance il knew whe
Juliette Kinzie planted trees, shrubbery and flowe
there 100 years ago. It was then that she and her he
band, Capt. John, first Indian agent at the porias
came to the wilderness to make their home,

The lawn is now surrounded with an ancient s
fence, with picturesque wooden gates at the front a:
side entirances and on the lawn have been placed rus
chairs and a table. Lilac bushes, pine trees and flowe
grow near by, planted by the Colonial Dames and the
friends.

Present at the open house were

nMmes. Bernard M, Palmer, John Rex-
ford, Janesville; Irving Seaman,
Henry E. Judd, Haskell Noyes, George
Manierre, George P, Miller, Grant
Fitch, Joseph W. Simpson, T. W.
Spence, Ralph E. Newton, George
L. Graves, George B. Miller, James
Trottman, Misses Jennie Mallory,
Caroline and Bessie Greene.

= -
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AGENGY H[lllSE

Presentatlom Made to Wln-
F ners by Chapter Regent
Mrs. H. J. Puffer !

‘Mary Helen Murphy and Clarol
i Hsinze, whose essays on “The Old
Indian Agency House,” were select-
ed as the best of all those submiti-
ed by the 8th grade class in Ameri-
ean history, last Friday were wapﬂ‘
ed prizes by Wa,u 'Bun chapter, D. A,
R. who aponsomd the essay con-
test.

Presentatiml of "WauABun.“ Mrs,
Kinzie's book about the Agency, as
| first prize to Marry Hal_:ég.l\_lur;?_l;y
and a book “The Surrender of Red “

[Bira,” second prize, to Carol
Helnz, was made by Mrs. H. J. Puf-
fer, regent of the Portage D. A, m
| chapter, at a program held at the|
sclmol

' Mrs. Puffer, in a talk on the agen-
‘¢y house, and Red Bird, made a
plea for an understanding of the |
Winnebago Chief's motives for the
massacres which preoeded his fa-

mous surrender, Although a rriendI
of the white men, Red Bird was se-
lected against liis wishes to cimmit |
ithe bloodshed, she said. gl

ﬂ?‘ﬁ.“! l?! !'][] ,
der of the some indian chief
on the spot east of Portage where |
‘highway 32 intersects the Old Mili-
il | ‘tary road, were described by Mrs.
|  Puffer. She also told of the cause
\l'of the Indian wars, ‘the indignation
of the Red Men over the loss of
their léad mines and the building

render marked the end of the wars,
The Indian chief, instead of being
killed» was confined to the prison
[ ‘at Prairie du Chien, wrere he soon
ﬂied
 Grade Pupils’ Progrsm
Pupils  of the seventh and

esting int  patriotic . pr m
‘ﬂﬁeh fo}?ows‘ iial 0gm

| Flag Sslute—-School

Song, "“U, S. A. TForever” Se-
lected Group,

‘Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address—
| Clinton Davis.
| Wisconsin  at Gettysburg—Har-

old Wippenman.

Recitation, “The Flag Goes By”
—@Gerald Hart.

Exercise, Memorial Flowers -—
Four. Girls. )

Flag Etiquette—Thomas Scott.

Recitation, “Decoration Day” —
Dwight Hoppe.

Exercise, F‘kanders Field
[ Answer—Two Boys.

Memorial Day Exet'cises—u Pu-
pils.

Recitation, "Love of Country”—
Margaret Staudenmayer.

Recitation, *No Red Without the
Whitq and Blue”— Roger Lueck,

Exercise, Flowers for our Hero-

and

' es—two hoys and one girl.

ve surren-  Son,,

of Fort Winnebago. Red Bir (l’a sur-

W’th grad:es prmantgd an inter-

Iected G roune Rl B IS

Talk.-—-Mr Hﬁnk&l',

. Reading of first prize essay.

Reading of second prize essay.
| Presentation of prizes—Mrs.
Puffer. |

Singing of “America i

The D. A: R. committee in
charge of the contest consisted of
| Mrs. J. R. Paterson, ,tmairman
Mrs. T. H Sanderson and Mrs. H
B. Rogers. From the large num-
her of excellent essays submitted
by the eighth grade students, it
was difficult to select the two best
essays, the committee reported.
Bach student's work was almost
equally as good as the next, and
the task of choosing only two was
almost despairing, members of the
committee said, however,
choi-ces were, & shade better than
| ‘the others, they finally decided.

““Phe Home Road“"

their

Historical essay eontests simllar |

[i to this are annually conducted by

Wau-Bun chapter.

e Sl * e t-‘“"”{.‘?
Historic Pieces

Will Be Placed

. In Agency House
PLANS for the interior decoration
of the smaill room which they

are in process of - “doing” at the|

Old Agency Indian house at Port-
age advanced another
the members of the Wisconsin An-
tiquarian society heid a meeting
Tuezday at Mrs. Arthur Nye Me-
Geoch's country home at Eagle,
Wis. Within the next two weeks,
according ta the members of the
ecommittee in charge, definite action
will be faken on aecquiring several
authentic old piecez, dating from
the 1830's, the period in which the
old Wisconsin landmark is being
furnished '{hloughnut

Those who were entertained by
Mrs, McGeoch at luncheon Tues-
day were Mmes. Charles Fawsett of
Oconomowoc; Mrs. Joseph Thiele
\of Whltcwatcr Mrs. William Fulton
lof Burlington, Mrs, Rernard Pal-
mer, Mrs. John Haumerson and
| Mrs. Louis Avery of Janesville,
and Mrs. Edward 8. Tallmadge,
Mrs. John Douglas, Mrs., Gustave
|P1hsi Jr, Mrs. Elliott M. Ogden,
Mrg, John Cudahy, Mrs. John L.
|Bmchard and Mrs. Tessie Lou Sar-
|5 ant of Milwaukee,

step when |
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O_LD INDIAN AGENCY HOUSE, PORTAGE, WISCONSIN, BUILT IN 1832

Restored by The National Society of Colonial Dames in the State of Wisconsin

1

ance. T'wo interior views show the progress being made.
. —Photos from Emery G. Gregory—All Rights Reserved
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QUILT in 1832, the Old Indian Agency House, oh%
Wisconsin, still holds the inimitable charm of QH?"

its first occupants—Captain John Kinsie—Indian agent
ing wife—Juliet Magill—who wrote “WAU-BUN?”, |
early pioneer life, made it their home. |
The house stands opposite the site of the old fronti
the famous old portage which conrected the Fox and W

which Louis Joliet and Father James Marquette crosse:
Most people love old houses, especially white o |
locks and hinges on doors and windows, huge open
picture those sturdy pioneers seated before burning logs
Here, a century after their building, the charmingly
welcome. Many fine antiques are scattered about the he
tained by the National Society of Colonial Dames in the
Open at all seasons of the year, situated off Highwa
from Portage. Do not miss seeing this interesting Old H
copsin, Luncheon and afternoon tea served at s Tea-l

YEARS HAVE SHOWN A MARKED CHANGE

| & in the Indian Agency House at Portage where the Colonial
Dames of America have been restoring the house to its formér appear-

ance. Two interior views show the progress being made.

—Photos from Emery G. Gregory—All Rights Reserved |




UILT in 1832, the Old Indian Agency House, on the Fox River at Portage,
Wisconsin, still holds the inimitable charm of one hundred years ago, when

its first occupants—Captain John Kinsie—Indian agent at the Post, and his charm-
ing wife—Juliet Magill—who wrote “WAU-BUN?, that interesting account of
early pioneer life, made it their home.

The house stands opposite the site of the old frontier fort—Winnebago—facing
the famous old portage which conriected the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, and over
which Louis Joliet and Father James Marquette crossed in 1673.

Most people love old houses, especially white ones with green shutters, old
locks and hinges on doors and windows, huge open fireplaces where one may
picture those sturdy pioneers seated before burning logs of birch or pine.

Here, a century after their building, the charmingly preserved rooms bid you
welcome. Many fine antiques are scattered about the house, which is being main-
tained by the National Society of Colonial Dames in the State of Wisconsin.

Open at all seasons of the year, situated off Highway 33, one mile and a half
from Portage. Do not miss seeing this interesting Old House when you visit Wis-
copsin. Luncheon and afternoon tea served at a Tea-House on the grounds.

icago WO YEARS HAVE SHOWN A MARKED CHANGE/
| in the Indian Agency House at Portage where the Colonial
Dames of America have been restoring the house to its former appear-
ance, T'wo interior views show the progress being made.




E\"l".l{‘j' summer thousands of people

come to Wisconsin to enjoy its good

roads. its refreshing lakes and streams, its

green hills and valleys. They mostly carry

away pleasant impressions of its country-

side. Beyond such aspects of shore, hill and
dale lies another appeal — the history and
traditions of the strong and sturdy pioneers
who made this country their own. These
are essentially reflected in the character of
this institution as its true heritage — the
old-time, enduring standard of excellence

1]ll'n|_|‘L;|1 any .1nd :l“ L‘tlht“IiU[lH‘.

Guided by a fixed concept of insurance
and trusteeship which has lately withstood
the severest test of its lifetime—more than
sixty-three years—this Company offers the
| facilities of all its Departments and an effi-
| cient Agency Staff for complete and ready

service to Property-Owners.

Wisconsin's Historic
Agency House

T we illustration below is a
restoration of the Old Indian
Agency house at Portage, Wis-
consin. built in 1832 by the
United States Government for
the Indian agent, Captain John
Kinzie, and his charming wife
Juliette, The old house overlooks

the old portage between the Fox
and Wisconsin rivers which was the
only strip of land on the waterway
between the Gulf of the St. Law-
rence and the Gulf of Mexico. The
portage was used by many ex-
plorers and voyagers including
Louis Joliet and Pere Marquette
as early as 1673.

The house, situated opposite old
Fort Winnebago and constructed
of rough hand-hewn timbers, with
curious laths, hand-made brick fire-
places and paneled doars and
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Historie Agency House, Portage

windows, is a typical pioneer home
made for gentlefolk. Although
Fort Winnebago has long since
gone, the home still remains and
the restoration of it to its original
form was accomplished by the
Society of Colonial Dames with the
help of Frank W. Riley, Madison.
well-known authority on Colonial
architecture. The home is described
by Mrs. Kinzie in the book “Wau KOHLER OF
Bun” in which she wrote of her [ KOHLER
experiences upon arrival in Wis- l[ypw g
v &l Terri —xp -3 ne 3y —
consin Territory in 1830 to join I TUNE

her husband. The house is open
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= me & EE 0 85 o' T T 5 S22 5 O« 5-=lhoyse i~ worth preserving architect-
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Aside from historic interest, the
urally, with well  praportioned

four panes ass, ‘interesting stair-
ways and moldings, The work of re-
finishing an refurgihing the old
house was Wo slight task. Fven the
were scraped down carefully

.|,..nr .m 8 until enough of the design of the orig-
g 5o . [mal wallpaper was uncovered fto
8 w E guide the artists in redesigning the
w = 3 wall covering. The result well repays
T & 2 the painstaking labor. and no one
5 © -, should miss an opportunity of paving
S Y 2 NaSISIEHONIS historic landmark. The
3 = | house is always pPen andeduring the
= & 2 spring and ::::ﬁ:. nﬂ::_:, luncheon
T2 = L will be served

B Sieen The closing ».:iﬂs.q ‘of the prayer
£ = = " offered at thef ceremot v of dedication
i @ by the Rev./Paul B enkins, exg -
z 2 m es o overy  peautitilly  the underlying
w o~ Lthought of the undertaking:

et B 8 "And so we ask Thy blessing upon
=2 ¢ L our dedication of thi place to the
s = memory of our pioneer forcfathers
E m and mothers, to the preseryvation of

the remembrance of what manner of
men and women they werer an dto the
blessing of our children for all oen-
erations to cong, it phey mav not
urgety but migar q:_:.‘_..,_:_,. with ap-
preciation  angd r.?:\s.fc that this
Nation was  begotten of faith and
founded in liberty ™ righteousness
and trust in Thee.”




“HUDSON STAR-OBSERVER

Historical Play of Early Wisconsin Is
Given by Local Cast at Woman’s Club

The second episode, a camp be- |
side the Fox River between Green
Bay and Portage, included the fol-
lowing cast of characters: _Juli-
ette and John Kinzie and Judge
Doty, introduced in the 1st ep-
isode; Captain Harvey, Mrs. W.
Leykom; Rev. Marsh, Mrs. Arthur

Meeting; Mrs. Day in Charge of Program

A large crowd attended the
meeting of the Woman's Club
which was held in the High school

centennial of the
building of the 1Indian Agency
House Portage. A movement is on
foot to repair this house and est-
ablish it as a Museum as has been
done with the Sibley house at Fort
Snelling. Under the auspices of
the D.A.R. assisted by the Wo-
man’s, Club funds are being raised
for this project.

This playlet “Waubun” was giv-
en in three episodes.

First episode in the home of
Judge Doty at Green Bay in 1830,
included the following cast: Jul-
iette Kinzie, Mrs. Harold Weath-
erhead; John Kinzie, Mrs. Harry
Sutherland; Judge Doty, Mrs.
Hardv Harding; Mrs. Doty, Mrs. L.
L. Petersen; Mrs. Cadle, Mrs, C.
E. Webster; Miss Cadle, Mrs. Theo.
Clymer; the Misses Grignon, Mrs.
Frank O’Connell and Mrs. Harold
Nygard; Mrs, Beull, Mrs. Carl
Lovett; Mr. Rolette, Mrs. T. Hurst;
Mr. Alfons, Mrs. L. M. Brooker;
officers, Mrs. Kenneth Ostby and
Mrs. Andrew Houngap $

This is the

Olson; Eliazor Williams, the suo-
posed son of Marie Antoinette and
Dauphin of France,
Defenbaugh; Krissman, Mrs. Har-
ry Hellweg; two voyagers,

Harry Harding assisted
Day, Mrs. Carl
with the wardrobes,
Jones and Mrs. Tom Hurst, assist-
ed with Virginia Reel and Indian
Dance.

fred Schultz
on stage properties,

auditorium  Tuesday afternoon, j ; Hughes, Miss Marion Crary. I~ Ben g8 & E.H
with Mrs. C. E. Day in charge. -Ils];lénm;é'gers assisted by Mrs. A, o £ ﬁg E:E &8
A  dramatization of Mrs. JohnM Gjson, sang “The Volga Boat L R e
Kinzie’s book “Waubun,” was £iv-ll <10 and “The Boating Song.” -~ "B Og =
en by members of the club. Muchill \iss Crary sang a French song. ot £ 88 =S £
credit is due these ladies for the The third episode, a scene near & & ﬁg o -
able manner in which they interp- M (e barracks of Fort Winnebago, = 2 ek me H
reted their parts. Portage. on the day following the oY 5 o238 2 i =
Mrs. Kinzie, a cultured youngill ,rrival of the Kinzies, had the fol- » = of £ & SE 4

woman from Boston, came to Wis- Wl |,wins cast of characters: Juliet- b S, g F S i |
consin, a bride in 1830. Among the l +o 1| John Kinzie; Major Twigs, w OSE o8 G
many fine things which she brought Bl 3y« Td. Jones; Mrs. Twigs, Mrs. e o o
with her was the first piano to be Bl T oc * Johnston; Lieut. Jefferson < w E8< 4, 8
brought to Wisconsin. Mrs. Kin- Bl 1)avis, Mrs. Thos. O’Brien; Mrs. R=1 0] 2y g"‘g
zie was so thrilled \’E’lth her ex- Washington, Mrs. Harry Miller, = ESOE 2 =
periences on her trip to Fort Bl yadame Four Legs, Elizabeth o = SEd o &
Winnebago and the wild life she BB 17, dino: other Indians, Virginia "'5 SEESHAS
found that she later wrote “Wau- Bl ),y Tsabelle Hurst, Margaret PoE) S s
bun,” depicting life in Wisconsin Bl )orwin, Virginia Bowers, John - oo &
one hundred years ago. Hoyer, Tommy O’Brien. C
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substituted for

ene hundred vears old and the in-
teresting dresses ranged from fit-

Myrs. John

Mrs.

The mlaylet was directed by Mrs.
by Mrs.
assisted

Elliot

Lovett,
Mrs.

Historical Playlet fo be Given at Next

Mrs. B. C. Bunker and Mrs. Al-

were the committee |

These episodes are tak-| will offering

- At the last minute Mrs. Harding
Mrs.

Lilley as

udge Doty.
Some of the furniture used was
over 100 years old, a shawl was

The next meeting of the Wom- | early days of Wisconsin.

| en’s Club which is in charge of the

| History Department, will be held

| at the High school auditorium

At this meeting a three act play-
let, “Episodes of a Vovage up the | toward the Woman's Club fund for

Fox River in 1830,” will be given | preserving the old agency house at

| under the direction of Mrs. Harry | Portage may bring a dime

depict actual happenings in the|charge of Mrs. Clarence Wright.

#en from the book “Waubun,” and | will be served by a committee

| Tuesday, February 17th, at 2:30 p.

| m.
| Harding.

ty to eighty-five vears.
A social hour was enjoyed in the
nasium with the following
ostesses: Mrs. Clarence Wright,
Mrs. T. J. Evans, Mrs. Peter Hol-
den, Mrs. R. R. Means, Mrs. Con
O’Brien, Miss Charlotte Olds, Mrs.
C. J. Reiter and Mrs. Lyle Udell.
















The Agency House at Fort Winnebago
Louise Phelps Kellogg

N 1828 three companies of the First United States Infantry were
sent to erect a fort at the Fox—Wisconsin portage. The site chosen
was at the east end of the portage path on Fox River, where by

the close of the year Major David E. Twiggs had completed tempo-
rary buildings. He wrote that he purposed keeping six saws occu-
pied during the succeeding winter in preparation for the erection of
a post of frame buildings. Lieutenant Jefferson Davis just from
West Point was sent up the Wisconsin to get out pine logs for the
fort and for the officers’ dwellings. The officers’ quarters were double
frame houses, two rooms each side of a central hall, heated by large
fireplaces in each room. Some of these houses were three stories in
height, with a separate kitchen in the rear or in a basement for the
married officers, while the bachelors had a general mess room for
themselves. These houses “having been constructed of the green
trees of the forest, cut down and sawed into boards by the hands of
the soldiers, they were considerably given to shrinking and warping,
thus leaving many a yawning crevice. Stuffing the eracks with cotton
batting, and pasting strips of paper over them, formed the employ-
me_n_t’wgz_a. leisure hour.”

. """ One of the most popular officers at Fort Winnebago was the

Indian agent John H. Kinzie, who brought his bride there in Sep-
tember 1830; they occupied for the first months of their stay one
of the officers’ quarters, there being no house prepared especially for
the agent and his family. In April, 1831, there was a shift in the
garrison; the three companies of the First United States Infantry
under command of Major Twiggs were relieved by a contingent of
the Fifth Infantry, commanded by Colonel Enos S. Cutler. Several
of the new officers were married men, and the Kinzies thought that
they should vacate their home in the fort and take up their residence
at the Agency. The Agency quarters were across Fox River on a
knoll opposite Fort Winnebago. Mr. Kinzie had already made ap-
plication in his report of Agency affairs, December 31, 1830, for an
appropriation of $1,500 for a house for the agent and $400 for a
blacksmith’s house and shop. The only building then at the Agency
was an old log barracks, part of the earlier temporary quarters at
the fort, which had been removed and put up again on the Agency
hill. For the convenience of the Kinzies logs were cut in the neigh-
boring tamarack swamp and a dairy, stable, and smoke house were
added to the barracks. To this makeshift Agency House, the Kinzies
removed in the summer of 1831 and arranged their fine furniture
and made for the time and place a delightful home. *“It was sur-
prising,” wrote Mrs. Kinzie, “how soon a comfortable, homelike air
was given to the old dilapidated rooms, by a few Indian mats spread
upon the floor, the piano and other furriture ranged in their appro-
priate places, and even a few pictures hung against the logs. The
latter, alas! had soon to be displaced, for with the first heavy shower
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the rain found entrance through sundry crevices, and we saw our-
polves obliged to put aside, eavefully, everything that could be in-
fured by moisture,” The mistress of the house found her roof so
Jonky that she wore her bonnet around the house to protect her hair.

The government in the spring of 1831 sent word that $500 had
boon wpproprinted for a blacksmith’s house. This was built that
simmer under gontract by two Americans from Green Bay, with the
wld of the Kingle helpers and servants. Kinzie afterwards asked
B government (o relmburse the builders who stated that they had
ont B200 an the work and that the buildings were easily worth $700.
Thin howse the Kinglon approprinted for themselves: “It was not
vory mnnnl‘\vunl.. it in true, conslasting of but a parlor and two bed-
vomms on the ground floor, and two low chambers under the roof,
wi“l‘ ll!laiwn in the renr; but compared with the rambling old
w

uln fi bulldinge we now Inhabited, it seemed quite a palace.”

dine 1, TN the govermment made an appropriation for an
W' hotse, and Kingle st Lo work to plan a permanent and satis-
notary house, wn 6 home for himself and the charming woman he
‘ o Ivotght to Ehis wiliderness from the eastern states. We should
tl 1o bnew who was the seehitect for the Agency House, still stand-
wi on the orlglnel site on the hill above the portage canal that
econmiets Mox Wlver with the Wisconusin, Every trace of Fort Win-
nebngeo b vanishod, but the house planned in the winter of 1831-32
aml niuhod by November, 1882, atill stands four square to all winds
winel b btw wturdy strength bids fair to last for another century. It
may be that John Kinzie drew the plans himself; if so, he must
have had advice and assistance from some one more expert in build-
ing than himself, probably some of the younger officers at the fort.
Mont of these wore West Point graduates, who had had courses in
drawing, probably with some architeetural details. It could mot
Wnve boen Ldentenant Jeiferson Davie for while his lumbering and
onbinet diding operations were utilized for the houses and furni-
Wipe of the fort, Captain W, 1L Harney's company to which he was
tmu‘lw wlh the fort o the spring of 1K1, Of the incoming of-
N, ,‘.fm Laniminhin l'|;mllhm (1, Daviess, Horatlo 7', Van Cleve, Alex-
P‘m v B, Hooe, wnd Bilgay M, I.m-n-iv wore ull Went PPoint graduates,
ptaln Cidepn Law, who enme with the companien of the Fifth, was
it Wost Palitor, but he may have lind some experience in build-
Lmi o e skl bo have ovected the fivst inn st what is now Portage
ot LRIN, OF those officers Diviess and Van Cleve were brothers-
rn-lnw wnd Van Clove wan n native of Princeton, New Jersey; Hooe
wie i Viegindan who Hved and died ot Fort Crawford, where young
Liedy win also burled after his premature death in 1839, Mrs.
Kingle mentlons nll thess officers in her Waw-Bun, but not in such a
wny a5 to Indiente any talent in building. The designer of the
Ageney House, therefore, must probably always remain anonymous,

We have more information concerning the actual building of the
house, if not about its designer, for the reports of Agent Kinzie to

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Washington are still extant
and from them we learn some interesting details.

With the firgt appropriation of $1,000 went the recommendation
that the commanding officer at Fort Winnebago should assign sol-
dlers from the garrison to build the house for the agent. August
11, 1831 Kenzio wrote that the u.umnmmlm-lt.il Captain l’fymnhm eould

not detall soldiers for this purpose, sinee the fort nesded more bar
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racks and all the soldiers that could be spared were required for
that purpose. Kinzie feared that this would delay his home for sev-
eral years; he therefore asked Cass, then secretary of war, to ob-
tain for him an appropriation of a second thousand dollars, stating
that his family was much crowded in the blacksmith’s house. “I
shall not make any preparation for building,” he concluded, “until I
hear from you, which I hope will be soon”” He must have received
encouragement from Cass for in his report at the close of 1831 he
placed an estimate for $1,200, which would be necessary “for the eom-
pletion of the house which is in progress for the Agent, and from the
d}i{fﬁculty ?.f obtaining materials and mechanics will require at least
that sum.

According to Governor Porter’s report to the commissioner of
Indian affairs, Kinzie informed him in the spring of 1832 that he had
started the house and had sent in a report of the cost of the foun-
dation, which was $92.50. It took a mason and one other person
nineteen days to finish it. They did the work for $34.00; the ma-
terials were forty-six loads of stone at a dollar per load and ten
barrels of lime at $1.25 a barrel.

This was the summer of the Black Hawk War and Kinzie was
not able to secure any assistance whatever from the garrison which
was constantly out on duty. The frame of the house had been
raised before the war became acute around Fort Winnebago. It was
thought at first it would be confined to northern Illinois; even after
the hostiles had pushed into what is now Wisconsin and the pursu-
ing troops under General Henry Atkinson had built Fort Atkinson
on Rock River, Fort Winnebago seemed many miles from the scene
of the conflict, Kinzie himself rode out often to the south, seventy
miles or more, to quiet the Winnebago Indians on Rock River, while
the women of the Agency every evening crossed the small bridge
leading to the fort and passed the night within its protecting walls.
Finally in July it was found necessary to send the women and chil-
dren to Fort Howard for safety. This flight suspended all building
operations until the close of the war. The last battle was fought
August 2 and soon all again was security at the Portage.

On the first of October the agent wrote: “Accompanying this
you have an estimate, as required, of the probable cost when com-
pleted of the Agency buildings now erecting at this place. The build-
ings consist of a Frame dwelling house, 30 by 34 feet:—two stories
high; with a kitchen attached thereto of 16 by 20 ft., 112 stories
high and stone cellar underneath; also an Out-house of 6 by 8 feet.
These buildings will be finished, on or before the 15th proxo.—The
Amount of the Estimate seems high; but when the difficulty of pro-
curing the mechanicks, the Lumber and other building material is
taken into consideration the price will be considered as low as pos-
sibly ean be expected. No one could have used greater economy in
the construction of the house than I have done.” Accompanying this
letter was the following estimate:

For square timber, plank, boards, lathing, shingles,

R e S DR e e $972.59
For Carpenter and Joiner Work____________________ 1,208.00
For Mason-work—viz: Stone and brick, lime, erec-

tion of chimneys, making cellar, and foundations

OF BOUES: o e i s b 5 o S S e i 3 e 602.60
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For paints and oil, putty, setting of glass and painting
outside and inside (2 coats) .. _________________ 197.00
For Glass, nails, Locks &cs &cs

$3,155.96
Amount received towards payment of above (June 1831) 1,000.00
Balanee that may be requived - __________ _________ $2,115.96
The sume time the agent told of the difficulties he had experi-
enced in building, “Mechanicks,” he wrote, “could not be had short
ol 5. Louis, in Mo, and it was with great difiiculty that I succeeded
i gotbing them, as the Indian War, which had just commenced op-
vrntod greatly ngainst me.”  In all probability it was during Kinzie's
vislt with his mother to Praivie du Chien in the fall of 1831 to con-
wilt D, William Beaumont that he made arrangements for these
worlkmen from St Louis,  He may even have gone down on a quick
teip himpelt; morve probably he entrusted the commission to some of
hiw felonds nmong the fur teaders, to Joseph Rolette, Hercules L.
Dotman, or one of the Brisbois family, with orders to send up car-
ponters and masons for the work,

An Tor mnterinly Kingle wrote: “Lumber, althe' bad, was as rea-
nonuble an could be expected here—a part of it had to be brought
hore from Green Bay, and the rest, from 70 to 80 miles above this
sliee down the Ouisconsin river. The person who furnished me with
umbor, has sustained a loss by his contract.,” This person could
huve been none other than Daniel Whitney of Green Bay, who in
1831 requested and obtained permission to build a mill on the uppér
Wisconsin, at what were known as Whitney’s Rapids just below what
i now Port Edwards, in Wood County.

“Hrlek," wrote Kingle, “cannot be made nearver than two miles
froom thin place, and we have to go 2% miles for stone. Lime is not
o b el deww Ehane B to 10 miles from here, which with the scareity
al Lnbiowvers, mikos those items very high.”  The bricks were burned
woenr the Wissonsin River bridge in what is now the city of Portage;
slone vnme from Htone Quarry Hill, much used for building in Port-
uul't the e wis burned ot Pauquette’s farm, called Bellefontaine,
twelve millon novthenst of the fort on the military road.

"I have more brick than is necessary for the chimneys,” continues
the ngont, "tho rvesidue is used in filling in, to make the House
warmer and more substantial, which is necessary in so exposed and
windy n place as this. The house is well built—the work inside is
pladn and substantial, and very convenient for a family. There are
on the ground floor, one room 19x19 ft.; one 14x19; one 10x14 and a
small Hall,  On the upper floor there is one room 19x19 ft.; one
L4x19 ft.; two 10x10 and a small hall. The buildings are on Indian
land, and well situated for an Indian Agency.” Indian land stretched
north from the Portage indefinitely; the land was claimed by the
Menominee and sold by them to the government in the treaty of 1836.
The Winnebago, for whom the Agency was established were forced
to sell in the autumn of 1832 all their lands south of the Fox-Wis-
consin waterway and to remove north of that boundary. “They in-
tend to make their villages, for their future homes, on the west bank
of the Ouisconsin, from 20 to 30 miles below this place, at Prairie
des Sacs, and some of them will make their villages on the Barribault

——
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river, where there are now 4 large villages, between 8 and 20 miles
from here. The Indians of Fox river, Winnebago and Green Lakes
will remove to the Barribault.” All these changes made Kinzie be-
lieve that the agency would be the center of the largest Indian pop-
ulation in the Northwest, except Chicago, and that it would be raised
from a sub-Agency to a full Ageney. His house he thought would
be adequate for many years.

The Kinzie family occupied their new home, which was to them
a splendid mansion, in early November, 1832, Mrs. Kinzie says:
“Notwithstanding the Indian disturbance, the new Agency House
(permission to build which had, after much delay, been accorded by
the Government) had been going steadily on, and soon after the de-
parture of the Governor [Porter] and his party, we took possession
of it to our no small satisfaction.”

Governor Porter was very much pleased with Kinzie’s efficiency
and with the way he built the house. He wrote March 25, 1833 that
the agent “deserves the thanks of the government for expending their
money judiciously, economically and well. The buildings are now
worth much more than they cost.” The final estimate of the cost,
forwarded December 31, 1832, was as follows: “The Agency build-
ings at this place, consisting of a dwelling house &ca. Blacksmith’s
house & shop are now completed:—the expenses amount in all to
$3,997.18; received on above buildings $1,500.00; balance required
$2,497.18 being $341.22 more than the estimate of Oct. 1.” Deduect-
ing the 500 for the blacksmith’s house, we find that the complete cost
of the Agency House was $3,497.18. The additional sum was paid by
Governor Porter out of the allowances made him for Indian super-
vision. He spoke in the warmest terms of Kinzie’s well known char-
acter for justice, probity, and efficiency, and stated that having visited
the fort and the Agency he could affirm personally that the house was

an exceedingly good one and one that the government might be proud
to own.

The Kinzies lived in their new home only about eight months
after its completion but they were months fraught with tragedy for
their Indian wards. Having planted no fields during 1832 and now
having sold their lands, and promised to evacuate them by June 1,
1833, the Winnebago were in great straits for food. They crowded
around the doors and windows of the new house, peering in anxiously.
“We were soon obliged to keep both doors and windows fast, to shut
out the sight of misery we could not relieve. . . . It was in vain
that we screened the lower portion of our windows with curtains.
They would climb up on the outside, and tier upon tier of gaunt,
wretched faces would peer in above to watch us, and see if indeed
we were as ill provided as we represented outselves to be.” At last
the boats came with the promised corn and the lawn in front of the
house was a scene of wild hilarity. “We could scarcely refrain from
laughing, to see old Wild-Cat, who had somewhat fallen off in his
huge amount of flesh, seize ‘the Washington Woman’ in his arms and
hug and dance with her in the ecstacy of his delight.”

In the spring the fort was reinforced by severa] officers and their
families. Among them came from her school in Cincinnati, young
Charlotte Ouisconsin Clark, daughter of Captain Nathan Clark.
She was often present at the “weekly musicals at John Kinzie's
pleasant agency” and mentions delightful horseback rides over the
portage road to the site of the present city of Portage. These were
courting days also and Charlotte soon became betrothed to Lieu-
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tenant Van Cleve, whom she married at this post early in 1836. The
Rev. and Mrs. Aratus Kent of Galena visited the fort the spring of
1833 and held there the first Protestant religious services ever cele-
brated in this part of Wisconsin.

The Kinzies now decided that the time had come for them to
leave the Agency and vacate the new house. The government re-
fused to raise the sub-Agency to a full Agen'cy or to increase the
agents salary. Kinzie saw himself reduced to a round of routine
duties, with an ever increasing horde of Indians to guard and sat-
ialy, Moreover, his old home beckoned him, Chicago was growing
fast and promised n {runt future. Kinzie determined to throw in his
lot with the new metropolis; he resigned hig Agency to take effect
July 1, 188 The last gnrnuru;lhu of Wau-Bun recount the fare-
wolln of the ﬁont anid hin wife and the regret they felt to leave
thely Indlan ehildeon and thely Agency home.

Tha nott aeeipant of the Aﬁnm‘y Houne was Captain Robert A.
ul Ilk: who veslgned from the army to take the urpuintmeit.
uﬁx M e Jolly man,” wilfored a o stroke of paralysis and left

the Apenoy Ii the Inte sumimor of 1804, Thorenfter for some years

the oumJnrn

dutlon o né wie wgent, mueh agnlnst thely will and denpite frequent
peotists,  Thie rrr pomuent lofl the Ageney House without n tenant
and yarloun subordinates were alowed to oceupy  portions of the
publding,  The blaekemith and his asslstant Hyed In the Jdtchen part
for a time and an ex-sorvies man, un Hallan named James Ubuldine
with an Irish wife, opened a tavern and mold whiskey there. Com-
plaint was made to the authorities of this misuse of the fine house
and Ubaldine was dismissed.

In 1837 the Winnebago were induced to sell to the government
all thelr lnnds enst of the Missisgippi: they had, nccording to their
understanding, four yenrs to remove and in 1838 interceded with the
puthorition to wllow thelr former “Father” to muke their annual pay-
ment ab Fort Wllmnhnﬁu. Kingle enme up from Chiengo and five
yourn wftor Imwhln Win home met hin whilom wards on Agency Hill
anee e anld ?l vined them ta depart glmmmnhly for their new res-
arviblon wost of the Misslaslppl, At the time of Kinzie's visit the
hotine he had bullt wan bolng used by Satterlee Clark as a teading
pmporium,  When the Winnebago were finally removed in the sum-
mor |ul‘ 1440, Clark sbandoned the place as no longer a profitable
wlhandd,

After the removal of the Winnebago Indians, we have no record
of the occupancy of the house for several years. Fort Winnebago
was evacuated in 18456 and left in charge of a single soldier until, in
1853, the property was sold by order of Jefferson Davis, then Secre-
tary of War. The next year the land on which the Agency House
stood was patented to James Martin who after three years sold to
George C. Tallman. From Tallman the land, now become a farm,
passed into the hands of the family of James B. Wells, by whom it
was sold in 1878 to Edmond S. Baker, whose home it became until
his death October 3, 1928.

During all these vicissitudes the house has changed but little
from its original form. It has now been purchased by the National
Society of Colonial Dames in the State of Wisconsin to be restored
and maintained as a memorial to early day Wisconsin and a shrine
for historic memories of its pioneers,

ng ofoors of the post wers required to perform the

po——
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_Radio Exhibit
Comin_g_ Oct. 2

Big Question

Boys and Girls o Social
Centers Enjoy Visit to
Old Agency

Nine boys and nine girls, cham-
pion essayists on Wisconsin histori-
cal subjects, were all-day guests
Saturday of,the Colonial Dames.
The prize winners, a boy and a girl
from each Milwaukee social center,
were taken to Portage, Wis,, to visit
the restored Indian agency house,
built in 1832 and first used by Capt.
John Kinzie,

At Portage the group heard an

| historical tallt by Dr. Louise Kellogg

of the Wisconsin Historical society,
vigited the locks of the old ecanal he-
tween the Wisconsin and the Fox
rivers, examined the portage used
by the Indians and by Joliet and
Marguette in 1673, and the house
of John Muir, the naturalist. On the
way out they visited the first kin-
dergarten started at Watertown in
1856 by Mrs, Carl Schurz,

Hostesses for the day were Mrs.

f A. T. Holbrook and Mre, Carol M

Allis,
were:

Robert Luedike and Irene Murphy,
Dover Strast ¢enter,

Ignatius Maglio and Pauline Eugenia
Andrew Jackson center,

dtanley Rogink and Wanda Butkowski,
Foreat Home Avenue center,

Hdward and Helen
wich, Oklahoma Avenue center,

Theodore Silberman and Mary Stra-
witz, Lopham Park center,

lorbort Steinegar and Viola Busack,
Clarke Strest center,

The prize winning guests
1= =

Sierpinaki Sepa-

Mike Sekar and Mary Premeau, Wis- |

consin Avenue center,
Carol De Graee and Dolores Starke,
Inh Brinton center,
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A, Stanke and Elfrieda, Gardow, Sie-| nauer, Margaret Sykes, Marion[

. .
fert center. Preece and Dorothy Enderis.
ESS aYIStS Wln Accompanying the group were the

following members of the staffs of Talk on Optimism

WAU

ST Porta e I Yl the social centers and the school| pDr. Arthur T. Holbrook will talk

UG 11 board extension department: Philip | on “Optimism and Good Health” at

= 7301 PM ARIladse Kolb, Willis Colburne, Kenneth |a meeting of the Optimist club Mon-

\ 193| . . | Beers, Harold Severance, L. H. Kott- | day noon at the Athletic elub. |
" Boys and Girls of Social |

NS S ——
y Centers Enjoy Visit to |
Old Agency

Nine boys and nine girls, cham-
pion essayists on Wisconsin histori-
cal subjects, were all-day guests
Saturday of the Colonial Dames.
The prize winners, a boy and a girl
from each Milwaukee social center,
were taken to Portage, Wis,, to visit
the restored Indian agency house,
built in 1832 and first used by Capt.
John Kinzie.

At Portage the group heard an
| historical talk by Dr. Louise Kellogg
lof the Wisconsin Historical society,
visited the locks of the old canal be-
tween the Wisconsin and the Fox
rivers, examined the portage used
by the Indians and by Joliet and
Marquette in 1673, and the house
of John Muir, the naturalist. On the
way out they visited the first kin-
dergarten started at Watertown in
1856 by Mrs. Carl Schurz,

Hostesses for the day were Mrs.
| A. T. Holbrook and Mre. Carol M.
Allis, The prize winning guests
were:

Robert Luedtke and Irene Murphy,
Dover Street center.

Ignatiug Maglio and Pauline Fugenin,
Andrew Jackson center,

Stanley Rosiak and Wanda Butkowski,
Forest Fome Avenue center

Bdward Sierpinski and Helen Sepo-
with, Oklahoma Ayvenue center,

Theodore Silberman and Mary Stra-
witz, Lopham Park center.

Norbert Steinegar and Viola Busack,
Clurke Street center,

Mike Sekar and Mary Premeau, Wis-
congin Avenue center.

Carol De Grace and Dolores Starke,
Benlah Brinton oenter,
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