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July 31,1942,
Report on Agency house Area.

Aldo Leopold.

At the request of Mr, Spohn and Mrs. Mentgomery, a brief inspektion of this
arece was made on July 83,

Animals. I cannot muster much enthsiasm for any further development as a
bird or mammal refuge.

The ares sunports oheasants, deer, and gqueil in summer, but the only brush
for wintering queil has = nerth exposure, and hence would have no winter value.
The south-fascing cenal benk would winter quail if allowed to become brushy,but
the cansl autheorities would nrobably object. There might be a good chance ofdr
attracting & chickens but for the power-line, which would eertaini;
death-trao his species, Pheasants and deer hardly need any ENnconrage!

o} de that the present closed status as a refuge is about all
can or shoul@:be “‘done for animals, Feai ol
Upland Plants. In plants, on the other hand, I see very attractive opportun-
jties on the upland behind the house, to and including the woods. This upland
was undoubtedly praeirie in Mrs. Kinzie's day, andpreirie would be the most
appropriaste setting now,.

My ressons for asserting that this upland wes prairie, rather than woods, at
the time of fhrst settlement are as follows:

1. The woods contazin numerous relic species of prairie origin:
bluestem,Leptoloma,lead plant,flowering spurge,lunine,coreopsis,puccoon,spiderwor
Anemone cydindrica,prairie clover,Baptisia,Lespedeza, and Liatrus scesriosz.

2. The osks in the woods are 80 years old,i.e., came up after the cessation
of oreirie fires, (On the other hand, the presence of a few red maples and white-
osks indicstes thet there always was sn “eyebrow" of woods along the marsh.)

3, "Yaubun" spne=ks of a wide-open view.

4. The Kinziee would not have planted elms if original osks had been availsb

Theic¢henees for restoring prairie flora to the unland are exceptionally good
because:

1. The soil is sandy,hence does not make too dense a sod of bluegrass,
guack, or other exotic grasses.

2.quack patches are scarce. uack 1s the worst competitor of native plants.

3.There are few rocks to interfere with cultivation,

4. The marsh,road, and canal constitute a complete firebresk should it be -
necessary, at. the right season, to burn Ior encouraging prairie' plantings as
against grass.

5, Native stocks of over =z dozen specles are slready present in the woods.

My sf@ggestion is to make prairie plantings aroung the house and let them creep
out "on their own steam®. Thesize of the planting could be fitted to the avail-
able funds,

Technigues for »lanting some 30-40 preirie species have been worked out on
the University Arboretum.

The next step is to ask Professor John Curtis, Arboretum Director of Blant
Research, and John Catenhusen, Arboretum Biologist; to look at the property,
and to make plens and estimates if they are willing. Plans should ineclude pro-
vision for periodice inspection and guidance by = prairie expert like Curtis or
Catenhusen., All this might be of doubtful feasibility, but for Superingendent
English, who has both knowledge and enthusiasm in this field.

Mersh Plants. The marsh,insofar &s 1 was able to wover it, is too badly
deteriorated to offer any prospect of restoration. Itmas ditched, then evidently
pastured to'a bluegrass stage, then burned to the nettle staze, and has now re-
covered to the goldenrod stage, I found no plants worth mentioning. The ‘best
thing is to protect it and let it recover as best it can. o
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Aumst , 1942,

§ngestions for & Plenting et the Indian Agency House

by John Catenhusen, Arboretum Biologist,Madison,¥is,

Originally the Megetetion of the region was prairie and oak opening &s
indieated by the relies of that vegetation and by historical accounts; it would
therefor be apropos and even desirable from an sesthetic stendpoint to restore
that original vegetation.

Recommendations:

l.Mow a pathwsy around the entire field and along the crest of the
hill. This pathway should be at least ten feet wide so that it may function as
& fire break as.well. 2 ;

: { 'the field to allow a naturzl revegetation by the prairie plants

3:Piant by transplants and seed plots along the pathwey the warfous
preirie plante dbteinable in the region. :
4. Hire a laborer to do this work and heve him contact the Arboretum
bioclogist for instructions, =

5, Allow the woods to remzin as it is for the time being,

6. Plentings on a larger scale will be recommended by the Arboretum
technicians in about = year when they will have verfected certein techniques
now being avplisd in the development of the Arboretum preirie.

Aony of & letter to Mrs. Montgomery written Aug.86,1942 by Aldo Leopold.

#hhove is Oatenhusen's renort on the Agency property.

He agrees with me that the chance for resstablishing a prairie are very
good, but he seys in effect th=t he can ohky act as technicel advisor to the
actuzl overations, =nd cennot supervise or execute them. In other words, he heas
his hands full on the Arboretum.

“?The gist of the report is in item 4. To get started this year your organ-
zuti.n must employ a laborer who can do the work on the ground, This would in-
cluae gathering seed, moving plants,mowing fire lsnes. The laborer should heave
& cor so that he could come down to the arlboretum occasicnally for instruction.
We can donate an occasionsl trip by Cstenhusen to look over the work. Later on,
should & more elaborate cperation be underteken, we might have to set up some
special proviesion for Arboretum expense. The seed and plents needed are by and
large available within five miles of the area. Your man would first have to
learn what the plants are, Ve cen tell him when seed is ripe, zhd to an extent
et lemsst, where it is obtainable nearby. Meny seeds rinen #uring September.

“If you or Mr. ®nglish can spot such a man, T will be gled to help you
pl=n further detsils,” )

“w%ith best regesrds,

f’ W%Jm ” Aldo Leopold.’




