Enduring Skills Sta ons
Loca on (see map on front page)
Adults & Teens (ages 16+)
Children (ages 5 - 15)

Many historical skills and techniques would be lost to me were it not for those who con nue to
prac ce and research them to this day. Try your own hand at an exci ng sampling of skills that have
endured through the centuries or have been re-created through research and experimenta on.

Speciﬁc me(s) and/or day

K

Wool Spinning (Spinning Wheel)

Spin wool roving into yarn on a hand-made Dodec spinning wheel.
Ages 5 through Adult
Presenter: Jenny Novey

 Begin at the visitor center  B
You must complete a liability waiver and
receive a wristband in order to be admi6ed to
this event. Admission is FREE, but the
wristband and waiver are required whether
par-cipa-ng or specta-ng. Sign up for the
canoe trips at the visitor center, too.

Children must be accompanied
by a responsible adult.
Na ve American-Style Flute Making N
The two-chambered duct ﬂute, now commonly referred to as the
Na-ve American ﬂute, is an easy-to-play instrument made from a
wild reed. It produces beau-ful, mellow music. Make your own!
Ages 5 through Adult
Presenter: Adam Novey

Flintknapping

K

Try your hand at the techniques involved with making stone tools.
Ages 5 through Adult
Requirements: Gloves and safety glasses will be available for
use, or bring your own
Presenter: Jack Larson

Ancient Cordmarked Po4ery

K

Learn the ancient techniques of this Woodland-era po6ery style.
Ages 5 through Adult
Presenter: Dustylee Gray / Natalie Hamm

Bu4er Making

J

In the 19th century, people didn’t just go to the store and buy
bu6er. They made it themselves.
Ages 5 through Adult
Presenter: Valerie Marek (Historical Timekeepers)

Blacksmithing

H

Let the blacksmith know that you’d like to give it a try yourself!
(The blacksmith reserves the right to determine how you may par-cipate with safety being the ﬁrst considera-on.)
Ages 16+
Requirements: Closed-toe shoes & long pants preferred;
safety glasses, gloves, and leather aprons provided
Presenter: Jon Theissen (Historical Timekeepers)

Canoe Paddle Shaving

N

19th Century Tavern Games

Learn & play 19th century games such as Shut the Box, Going to
Boston, Quinze, and a variety of other card and dice games.
Ages 5 through Adult
Note: Mark Tully’s book, A Brief Discourse on Eighteenth
Century Games, is available in our gi& shop (B)
Presenter: Mark Tully

J

Civil War Military Camp Life

What was life in an 1860s military encampment like? Find out
about ten-ng, leisure -me ac-vi-es, cooking over an open ﬁre, and
military drills.
Ages 5 through Adult
Presenter: Historical Timekeepers military gentlemen

F

Help construct a Voyageur canoe paddle. Learn about the fur
trade, too.
Ages 5 through Adult
Day and Time: SAT ONLY (Note: This sta-on will shut
down for a while during each of the voyageur canoe
trips but will resume in between trips when the presenters return.)
Presenters: Jerry Disterha& & Glen Garsuch

Historic Fire-Star ng Methods

Historic Outdoor Games

Play the game of graces and try hoop rolling. Start out at sta-on
“M” to get the equipment and learn how to play, and then play on
the gravel driveway (D). Return the equipment to sta-on “M.”
Ages 5 through Adult
Note: The game of graces is also for sale in our gi& shop (B)
Presenters: Elizabeth Novey

19th Century Social Dancing

E

Try star-ng a ﬁre with ﬂint & steel and more.
Ages 16+
Day and Time: 1 pm Saturday and Sunday
Requirements: Hair should be pulled back if long; closedtoed shoes and jeans are recommended
Presenter: Adam Novey

D

M

Handwri ng: Dip Pens, Slates, Cursive

L

Try wri-ng the old-fashioned way!
Ages 5 through Adult
Presenter: Karen Alexander (Historical Timekeepers)

Voyageur Canoe Excursions

F

Paddle through -me with costumed reenactors on a Voyageur
canoe. Become a French Voyageur on the Fox River (adjacent
to our property). Learn what life was like during the era of the
fur trade in Wisconsin. Your -cket has already been generously
paid for by Sally & Michael Connelly! There are limited seats
available on each of the 3 river trips. We recommended reserving your spot ahead of me in the visitor center (ﬁrst
come - ﬁrst served). Meet 15 minutes ahead of -me just outside the visitor center to receive equipment and instruc-ons. If
you are late, others may take your place, so please be on -me.
The dura-on of the canoe trip is roughly 20-30 minutes.
Ages 5 through Adult
Day and Time: SATURDAY ONLY: 11 am / 1 pm / 3 pm
Note: Children must be accompanied by a responsible
adult. Adults are responsible for the safety and obedience of the children under their charge. Full compliance with all direc-ons is necessary for the safety
of all on board. Life vests will be supplied for adults
and children.
Presenters: Jerry Disterha& & Glen Garsuch

P

Learn some simple and fun 1800s social dances, such as reels. If
you can walk, turn around, and follow simple direc-ons, you can do
this! No dancing skills required and no need to bring your own
dance partner. Nineteenth century dancing was o&en done in
groups. Be sure to give it a try!
Ages 5 through Adult
Day and Time: 12 pm, Saturday & Sunday
Presenters: Karen Alexander (Historical Timekeepers)

Fire-Wrought Dugout Canoe Making E
Create a ﬁre-wrought dugout canoe using ancient methods.
Ages 16+
Day and Time: 1 pm to 4 pm Saturday & Sunday
(Fire-star-ng methods at 1 pm will kick oﬀ this process)
Requirements: Hair should be pulled back if long; closedtoed shoes and jeans are recommended
Presenter: Mike Novey

SATURDAY ONLY (Rain date: Sunday)

Construct a Bag & Fill It with Popcorn

J

In the early 1800s, popcorn was eaten with milk & sugar for breakfast. It was a popular Victorian-era treat & Christmas decora-on.
Construct a special brown paper bag and ﬁll it with tasty popcorn.
Ages 5 through Adult
Presenter: Debbie Miswald (Historical Timekeepers)

...and there’s more...
JUST FOR KIDS! (NEXT PAGE)

Guided Tours Available
Regular admission fees apply.
Docents: Chloe Foor and Bobbie Goodman

B

C

Historic Indian Agency House

JUST FOR KIDS
Make Victorian-Era Games

19th Century Toy-Making

Enduring Skills Weekend

M

Make a handkerchief doll (church doll, pew baby) or a thaumatrope (persistence-of-vision spinning toy). Or make both.
Ages 5-15
Presenter: Elizabeth Novey

L

Make a popular 1800s game and take it home with you to play!
Ages 5-15
Presenter: Andrea Marsh (Historical Timekeepers)

July 30-31, 2022

Fron er Laundry on a Washboard M
Hand Sewing

L

Learn how to sew by hand, and take home what you make.
Ages 5-15
Presenter: Jenna Theissen (Historical Timekeepers)

Weaving

M

For centuries, people wove their own fabric on looms. Make
your own fabric square with colorful yarn on a cardboard loom.
Ages 5-15
Presenters: Elizabeth Novey

Wash laundry on a washboard and hang it up on the line.
Ages 5-15
Presenters: Elizabeth Novey

Junior Blacksmithing

H

Use blacksmithing techniques and tools to create something
out of modeling clay, which mimics the feel of heated metal.
Watch the blacksmith, and see if you can do what he’s doing
on the anvil.
Presenter: N/A—Please supervise your children

M Free Book for Children:
One free book per family compliments of the Madison Reading
Project (while supplies last). Pick up
your copy of Na ve People of Wisconsin by Pa4y Loew at sta on M.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
August 6-7 & 13-14

Archaeological Dig Weekends:
Work right alongside a professional archaeologist / watch a
blacksmith at work, too
agencyhouse.org/archaeology

Tue, Aug 9 @ 6:30pm Speaker Series Lecture #3: Ma6
Blessing: “Reading the Landscape:
Aldo Leopold’s Use of History”

ICE CREAM & LEMONADE
Fundraiser (Sat. only)
$3 each / 2 for $5

Tue, Sep 13 @ 6:30pm Speaker Series Lecture #4: Dr.
Patrick Jung: “Eyewitnesses: Early
Explorers at the Portage”
September 17

Experience a Fron-er Tavern with
the Galena Living History Society

September 23-25

Scouts BSA “Camping & Cultures”
Weekend; Earn the Historic Trails
Award

October 15

Free Admission Day (celebra-ng
90 years as a museum)

November 5

“Reﬂec-ons” Campﬁre commemora-ng the 190th anniversary of
the Ho-Chunk council at the
Agency House prior to forced removal

(can mix-and-match)
•
•

One-scoop Ice Cream Cone: Chocolate or Vanilla
8-oz Lemonade

O Pay at tent (O) if you do not want change back. Otherwise,
pay in visitor center (B). | NO food or drink indoors, please.
Servers: Debby Capener and Natalie Hamm
December 10
Free Admission to Enduring Skills Weekend is made possible by the An quarian Society
of Wisconsin in memory of Cissy Bryson, and by Sally & Michael Connelly in honor of
NSCDA-WI President Barbara J. Meyer. We are a 501c3 nonproﬁt museum that relies
on supporters like you to do what we do. Will you consider making a dona on?
www.agencyhouse.org/donate or you may donate in the visitor center. Thank you!

Kiddie Christmas + Christmas
shopping in the gi& shop

www.agencyhouse.org

At a Glance:
A:
B:
C:
D:
E:
F:

Parking
Wristband / Tour / GiF Shop
Agency House (tours at B)
Outdoor games (playing area)
Canoe-Making / Fire-Star ng
Canoe Paddle / Voyageur

G:
H:
J:
K:
L:

TBA
Blacksmithing / Jr. Blacksmithing
Military / Bu4er / Popcorn
Flintknapping / Wool Spinning
Victorian-Era Games / Hand Sewing / Handwri ng

M: Fron er Laundry / Toy-Making / Weaving /
Outdoor games / Free book for children
N: Tavern Games (cards / dice) / Flute-Making /
Cordmarked Po4ery
O: Ice cream & lemonade
P: Outdoor Games (playing area)

1490 Agency House Rd., Portage, WI 53901 ~ 608-742-6362
www.agencyhouse.org ~ historicindianagencyhouse@gmail.com

