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Introduction:

Students will work through this activity packet with the help of a parent or teacher. This packet
includesmany engagingactivitiesthatuseand expand theknowledge gained during the Historic
Indian Agency House visit.

Background:

The Historic Indian Agency House was builtin 1832 for John Kinzie, an Indian Sub-Agent for
the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) Tribe of Wisconsin. John Kinzie and his wife, Juliette, lived in the
house from 1832 to1833.
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Activity #1: Then and Now Object Matching

Try matching the old objects on the left bydrawing aline to itsmodern-dayequivalent
on the right. Each picture on the left will match with exactly one picture on the right. Whenall
pictures are matched, there should be no single picture left.
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Activity #2: Agency House Vocabulary Word Search
Forafunactivity, find and circlethe wordsbelow inthe vocabulary word searchpuzzle. All15
words are hidden in the grid.

Z B K K L I § I B A G ENTEF
A G ENICYHOU SEU GCIBU O
VMIKS EGZ Y UI KUBRET FNI KR
H 8 VBMNUEFY I EAYF QT
J U L I ETTEIEXKTIDNILEZTILIEW
N ATTI VEAMEIRTITZGCANI
Q T E B 8 WI 8 CON S I NN
K HAFDOCU?PFTI RNV YV DN
L OT O Y R A RUNURUDBUH J E
C ¢ B B F1I ANISRQI KT CMEB
O HM B K V F R ONTTI ER A
I UY A DEMOGTE EEXUR RIWSG
DN Z P 0 RTaAGEQ QA O O
K K A B UTTEDREWZB D E
J O HNIKINZTIEEUV P B E
Agency House Fur Trade Portage
Butter Ho Chunk River
Canoe John Kinzie Subagent
Fort Winnebago Juliette Kinzie Tea
Frontier Native American Wisconsin
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Activity #3: Butter Making

As the story goes, one hot day a nomad tied a pouch of milk to his horse's neck and later found
the heat and jostling had churned a tasty yellow product. For years, butter production was an
individual home activity. Cream was mixed ina container to form butter lumps. The leftover
liquid buttermilk was drained off and the butter was washed and removed toamold or tubto be
stored. For thousands of years, butter has been eaten alone, drunk in tea, spread onfood, and
used in the cooking of meals. It hasalso been used as medicine, hair dressing, and an oil.

Butter Recipe: Butter Supplies:
 2tablespoons of heavy e 1smalljar
whipping cream * Butter knife for spreading

¢ Pinch of salt

* Cracker, cookie, or bread for
tasting

Butter Instructions:

1. Openthesmall jarand add the heavy whipping cream and a dash of salt. Tightly seal
the jar.
Shake the jar for roughly 3-5 minutes, or until there is no liquid left in the jar.
Open the jar again to reveal the formed soft butter.
Use the butter knife to spread on cookies, crackers, or bread and enjoy!

Tip: Once the art of butter-making in a jar is mastered, add honey, cinnamon, sugar,
etc., for a sweeter treat!
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Activity #4: Ice Cream Making

The French were the firstto introduce icecreamto America. Inthe earlydays, ice cream
was a rich-man's treat. Ice cream required the money to own at least one cow and large
quantities of sugar (animported good), as well as salt (also imported). Making ice cream also
required ice, which had to be cut onariver during the winter and placed inan ice housein
hopesthat it would still be solid by summer. Most homes,however,did not haveanice
house. Makingicecream also required valuable time, and most families couldn't afford for a
family member or servant to waste time making such a treat.

Ice Cream Recipe: Ice Cream Supplies:
* lcupof half-and-half or * 1 pint-size Ziplocbag
heavy whipping cream * 1 gallon-size Ziplocbag
» Jhcup salt * Glove or hot mitt, if desired

* 2 tablespoons sugar

» ’rteaspoonvanilla extract

* 5cupsoficecubes (filling halfofa
gallon- size Ziplocbag)

* Icecreammix-ins (chocolatechips,
strawberries, etc.)

Ice Cream Instructions:

1. Combinethehalfand-half or heavy whipping cream, sugar, and vanilla extract
intothe pint-sized Ziploc bag. Seal the bagtightly.

2. Fillthe gallon-sized Ziploc bag halfway withice cubes. Sprinkle the saltall over the
ice cubes.

3. Insertthe pint-sized Ziplocbag withingredients into the gallon-sized Ziplocbagwith
salt and ice cubes. Seal the gallon-sized Ziploc bag.

4. Shake the bagfor 5-10 minutes until the ice cream mixture begins to harden. (It will
get cold, so feel free to use gloves!) Feel the small bag to determine the
consistency of your ice cream. Oncesatisfied with the consistency, remove
the small bag from the bag of ice. Wipe it down with a paper towel to remove
salt residue so it doesn’t get into your ice cream when you open the small
bag.

5. Openthe pint-sized Ziplocbagand add any desired mix-ins. Feelfreetoeattheicecream
right out of the bag, or if you prefer, scoop itinto a bowl and stir in the mix-ins
there.
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Activity #5: Ho-Chunk Moccasin Game

The Ho-Chunk played a game with their moccasins (deer skin shoes) which required

discernment and self-control.

Moccasin Game Materials:

Shoes (1 per person)
2 small stones (1 per team)

Game instructions:

1.
2,
3.

Split the group into two teams.

Team #1 gets into a huddle to secretly put a small stone in one of their shoes.

The two teams sit in lines facing one another, with one shoe from each person on
team #1 lined up between them (including the one with the stone in it).

Individuals on team #2 take turns asking the person across from them, “Do you
have the stone in your shoe?” The person on team #2 may ONLY use those words,
but he or she may speak them in such a way (including with facial expressions) as
to coax the one with the stone to give away the secret.

The person on team #1 who was asked may ONLY reply with, “Do YOU think

I have the stone in my shoe?”

Play continues in this manner down the line. Players on team #2 must carefully
watch team #1 as they answer the question.

When all participants have had a turn, then team #2 must confer together to
decide which shoe from team #1 they think actually has the stone.

Switch roles and give team #2 a chance to hide the stone!
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Activity #6: Miniature Birchbark Canoe Craft

Individuals living near rivers and lakes often built small boats called canoes from sewn
animal skins, hollowed-out tree trunks, or tree bark. The canoe made travel easier and was
used for fishingand hunting. Whentravel became difficult, the canoe waslight enoughto be
“portaged” (carried across land).

Craft Materials:
* Tan or white constructionpaper
o Tip: Abrown paper grocery

bag or thin cardboard
will work well.

* Crayons, Colored Pencils,

Markers, or Tempera Paint

*  Yarn or Twine

» Scissors

* Hole punch

Craft Instructions:

1. Fold the piece of construction paper in half the long way.

2. About a half-inch from the fold line, make another fold. Dothis on both sides
of the originalfold. The papershould nowlooklikea“w.” Thefolds will become the
bottom of the canoe.

3. Drawacanoeshape (rounded edgeslike the canoe shown above) on the paper with
a pencil. Make sure the folds are on the bottom of the canoe.

Carefully cut out the canoe shape and punch a few holes on each end.

5. Withcrayons, colored pencils, markers, or paint, create designs on the outside of the
canoe. To make the canoe look more like bark, use a brown or gray colored pencil to
draw horizontal lines on the outside.

6. Usingthe yarn, weave through the holes, bringing the sides together. Tie the yarn so that
the knot lies on the inside of the canoe.

7. Push the folded floor flat so that the canoe will sit upright.
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Activity #7: Plant a Garden

Many Native American tribes throughout North America are known for differentvariations
of the "Three Sisters’ crops. The Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) tribe of Wisconsin carefully
planted corn, beans, and squash together. The seeds are planted close together because each
crop benefits from the other. The corn (or maize) provides a structure for the beans to climb,
eliminating the need for poles. The beans provide nitrogen to the soil that the other plants use.
The squash spreads along the ground, blocking sunlight from potential weeds.

Garden Seeds: Garden Supplies:
* 1packetof corn seeds * Work gloves
* 1packetof pole bean seeds * Gardening trowel
* 1packet of squash seeds * Watering can

When to Plant:

Plant seeds any time after spring night temperatures areconsistently at least 50°F. (Try
to plant no later than mid-June.)

Garden Instructions:

1. Follow theinstructions onthe seed packets detailing how to prepare the seeds. Some
seeds may need to be soaked in water for several hours before planting.

2. Pickanareato plant yourseeds. It is best if thelocationreceivesatleast 6 hours
of sunlight each day.

3. Usingthe gardening trowel, create several small hills or mounds atleast 3 feetapart.
Place4 corn seeds in each mound following packet directions detailing the depth
at which the seeds should be planted.

5. Water the corn seeds often, waiting for the
seeds togrow to at least 6 inchestall.

6. Beforeplantingthe squashand beanseeds,
weed thegardento clear any weeds.

7. Whenthecorn has reached 6inches
tall, plantthesquashand bean seeds
around the corn.

8. Continuewateringthe seedseach week,
watching the crops grow.

9. At theendof the growingseason,
harvest the crops and enjoy!
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